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To HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, 


FREDERICK, 


DUKE or YORK, 
&c. &c. 


COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE BRITISH 
FoRCEs NOW ON THE CONTINENT. 


MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR RoYAL HIGHNEss, 


12 HE ability which your Royal Highneſs has 
ſhewn in the councils of your country, at a time 
when ſhe ſtood in need of your aſſiſtance, and the 
{ſkill and courage which you have diſplayed in the 
field while defending her cauſe, intitle you, at 
leaſt, to the praiſe of every Briton, whoſe wiſh is 
to preſerve the conſtitution of our happy land in- 
violate; a conſtitution which has been ſealed 
with the blood of our anceſtors, and, to whoſe 
manes we ſhould be a diſgrace, were we not to 
tranſmit it to poſterity pure and unſullied. 


Being myſelf one of thoſe men—and the 
reflection atfords me no ſmall degree of fatis- 
faction—who are ever ready to draw their 
ſwords in defence of their King, I glory the 
more in your Highneſs's talents, and the victo- 
ries which they have atchieved ; and it is from 

my 
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my knowledge of them, joined to my attach- 
ment to the Illuſtrious Family from which you 
ſprung, that I am emboldened to crave your 


patronage to the following work, and to hope 
for pardon for my preſumption in requeſting it. 


That your Royal Highneſs may return trium- 
phant to your country, adorned with immortal 

* laurels ; and that Engliſhmen may ever have a 
Prince of the Houſe of Brunſwick to defend 


their rights, whenever honor or neceſſity ſhall 
call them forth, is the unfeigned with of 


Your Highneſs's moſt Humble, 


Obedient and devoted Servant, 


THE AUTHOR. 


Free 
— ——⏑ ö—ü6Uü—— —ꝶ ĩ 


THAT part of Flanders, of which the fol- 
lowing is a deſcription, having frequently been 
diſputed by the various European powers, the 
author concerves that an undertaking like this will 
not be unacceptable to the public, particularly at | 
a time when that country exhibits nothing but 
incampments, fieges, blockades, daily ſeirmiſhes, 
and frequent battles ; when half the world is 
intereſted in its welfare, and when it is the earneſt 
prayer of every good citizen, of every clime, 
that ſhe may be reſtored to her ancient govern- 
ment and tranquillity, under which alone the law 


and ſovereign can be reſpefted, and the people 
free. | 


dh As this bo9h was chiefly written in camp, 
and printed in a hurry, it is hope! that the 
indulgent reader will overlook ſuch errors as may 
appear in it. 
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DESCRIPTION, 


CHARLEMONT 


Th E Emperor Charles the V. built this little 
city in 1555, and called it after himſelf; in Latin 
CaroLo-MonTIUM; it lies in the county of Namur, 
and the fortifications are very good and regular. This 
place ſtands on a mountain, at the foot of which runs 
the Maes: the way to it is very difficult, and as it can 
only be approached on one ſide, which is defended £ 
ſtrong works, it may be conſidered as almoſt inacc 


ſible. 


Its territory was formerly held from the principality 
of Liege and county of Agimont: it contains 33 
market towns and villages, beſides the fortreſſes of 
Charlemont and Philippeville. Charlemont joins to 
the city of — is 3 leagues from Dinant and 

Ens B Philippeville, 


1 


Philippeville, 6 from Rocroi, and 7 from Namur. The 
French became maſters of this city the 28th April 
1679, have kept poſſeſſion. of it ever ſince, and have 
added to it many new works: — It contains only one 
pariſh, | 


* * 
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TRI S ſmall city, now united to Charlemont, con- 
ſiſts of two ſmaller ones, ſeparated from each other by 
the Maes : That on. the fide of Charlemont is called 
Grver-Samt-Hir aig, and that which ſtands on the 
oppoſite fide of the river, is called GIVIT-Norkk- 


Dams. 


 GrveT which, about 40 years back, was an inſigni- 
ficant place, has ſince been rendered one of conſe- 
quence, and now exhibits, inſtead of ill- conſtructed 
dwellings, - narrow and crooked lanes, large and 
handſome houſes, and ſtraight long and open ſtreets. 
For this the world are indebted to the Marſhal Vauban. 


 GrNSUSattr:Hecams was ſo called after its pa- 
fi church, dedicated to St. Hilary, biſhop of Poi- 
tiers. It conſiſts of a ſmall canton of houſes, badly 


_ _ has the — of an ancient village, 
and 


- 


1 


and of ſeveral new ſtreets, which occupy ſpace five 
or ſix times larger than the canton. 


Among many things worthy of remark is the Grand 
Place, in the conſtruction of which grandeur and re- 
gularity have been conſulted : it ſtands on a ſpot for- 
merly a waſte, between Givet and Charlemont. The 
old place is alſo handſome and regular, but above all 
the Barracks merit notice, which are inferior to none, 
and are now ſet apart for the new levies both foot 


and horſe. 


Giyet is entered by two gates, one of which leads 
from Bouvigne, and the other from the wooden bridge 
lately built, and which ſerves as a communication 
with the other Givet. In the ditch, which is dry and 
cut out of a rock, are placed ſix grand flanked half 
moons, and that which covers the gate is entrenched 
with a ſmaller half moon, and ſurrounded by a ditch 
alſo.—The encloſure on the ſide of the river conſiſts 
of one ſimple wall, but good and ſolid (the, foundati- 
on of which is under water) and defended by. ſeveral 
baſtions.—Along the wall on the inner ſide, at the foot 
of the rock on which the city ſtands, is a grand and 
magnificent range of Barracks, conſiſting of three 
large pavillions. On the ſide of the Maes, is a remark- 
able redoubt: it is a work crected with much ſkill, 
and on an height which commands the town; its figure 
is octagon. This redoubt is pierced with two or three 
rows of port holes, and ſurrounded by a dry ditch. 
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© Giver-NorTre-Dams bears the name of the 
church dedicated to the Virgin Mary.—This place 
has two encloſures, forming as it were two cities, the 
higher and the lower ; the higheſt part is a mere waſte 
reſerved for the purpoſe of keeping poſſeſſion of the 
heights. The encloſure, which is of a very irregular 


| form, i is defended by four large baſtions. 


The ſide of the redoubt next the river has no other 
defence than a ſteep rock, but which however is in- 
acceſſible. There is on the ridge of the river, near 


the rock, and cloſe to a flood or waterfall, which pro- 


ceeds from it, another redoubt of a ſquare form, and 
excellent conſtruction. That part of the encloſure 
where a ditch could be formed is covered by two half 
moons, one of which is counter-guarded, the whole 
accompanied as uſual with its traverſes, place of arms 
and glacis ; and that which ſtretches from the river to 


the flood has only: a ſmall ditch cut out of the rock. 


The lower town is divided into two parts by a ſmall 
river, one of old and the other of new date; the 
former conſiſting only of one ſtreet, while the lat- 
ter, on the contrary, is conſiderable, The Pract 

D'ARMES is of a good ſize, on the border of the little 
river, and not in the centre of the rown as in all new 
cities. This place has three gates. The Canal from 
the little river has been much enlarged, is adorned on 
both ſides with quays, well built, and from its circular 
courſe forms ſeveral iſlands, on one of which is a long 
ſquare caſtle, a flanked with four round towers after 

the 
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the manner of the ancients. On the other ſide is 


a flood-gate. 


27” , SR EW 


Is one of the moſt ancient cities of the Low 
Countries: Antoine makes mention of it; ſo does 
Julius Cæſar, the former under the name of NRMz- 
TACUM, and the latter under that of Ax TERATUY.— 
It is ſituated on the Scarp, 5 leagues from Douay and 
Dourlens, 7 from Cambray, 10 from Liſle, and about 
14 from Amiens and St. Omers. 


Arras, the capital of Artois, is on a mountain, its 
environs are full of quarries of white ſtone, and in- 
deed it is obſerved in many parts ofthe city, that peo- 
ple in digging the cellars find there ſufficient ſtone to 
build their houſes with that article. The citadel, con- 
ſtructed after the plans of Vauban, is fortified accord- 
ing to all the rules of the art; but it is ſituated on 
ſuch low ground that it is of little or no conſequence ; 
on this account it has obtained the name of I belle in- 
utile, (the handſome inutility.) 


The Grand Place of Arras is of an extraordinary 
ſize for a fortified city: in that of the little market- 
place (not far diſtant from the other) is the rown- 
houſe. e 


The cathedral church of NorRE-DAur, which is 
very ſpacious and well ornamented, was thus beautifi- 


5 


ed in 1396, but was much damaged by fire in 1571; 
The tower is very high and has an handſome clock, on 
which are ſeen ſeveral ſmall moving figures of braſs, 
repreſenting the myſteries of the paſſion of our Sa- 
viour, and which, by the afliſtance of certain ſprings, 
paſz before the dial, ſtriking the hours and half hours: 
this piece of workmanſhip was put up in 1541. 


The rich abbey of St. Vaalt, of the order of St. 
Benedict, formerly called NiBL1acum is here; its ori- 
gin is dated from the year 660. This abbey was freed 
from the juriſdiction of the biſhop by. an act of the 
foundation, confirmed by the council of Compiegne. 
It is aſſerted that its revenues amount to 300,000 li- 
vres per annum. In 1741 the tower from its decayed 
ſtate threatcned deſtruction to the houſes and inhabi- 
tants adjoining; a circumſtance which produced a re- 
ſolution to rebuild it. The abbot of. St. Vaaſt exer- 
ciſes by an official (or deputy) the ſpiritual, and by 
his twelve echevins (or aldermen) the temporal juriſ- 
diction in the city: he has the right of patronage of 
more than eighty towns and villages, beſides that of a 
college, ſupported by the religious at Douay, and ano- 
ther at Paris; and the Provoſts of Haſpre, Berclau, 
Beuvrieres, Angicourt near Paris, and St. Michael near 
Arras, are ſubject to him. 


The pariſh churches of this city are Notre-Dame, 
a cathedral in the town ; St. Croix ; St. Aubert ; St. 
Gery ; St. Nicholas-a-Latte ; St. Maurice ; St. John; ; 


St. N Bat St. Nicholas on the ditches ; St. Stephen; 
and 
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and Mary Magdalen: before 1155, there was alſo a 
collegiate: church dedicated to St. Peter, but its reve- 
nues were made over to the abbey of St. Vaaſt; and the 
chapter was ſuppreſſed. 


Charles the Hardy, duke of Burgundy and count 
of Artois, having been killed before Nancy in Lor- 
raine, Lewis XI. King of France, ſeized Arras in 
1477, aided by the tteachery of the governor Philip- 
de- creue- chte, but Maximilian, Ach Ae of Auſ- 
tria, retook it in 1492, by the aſſiſtance of ſome of 
the citizens, who cauſed a double ſet of the keys of 
che tou to be We for that Purpoſe. 


- In'1578, the party of the prince of Orange de- 
chred themſelves maſters of this place under the com- 
mand of one Ambroſe de Haſper, a man of low birth; 
but the catholic citizens again ſtepped forward, and with 
che garriſon treated them ſo roughly that they were dri- 
ven off, and ſeveral of the ringleaders taken, ſome of 
whom were hanged, others baniſhed. A French army 
under the Marſhals Chaulnes, Chitilon, and Meille- 
raye, beſieged Arras 19th June 1640, when the young 
duke of Enghien commanded the Volunteers. The 
beſieged were encouraged by an old proverb, ſaid 0 
have been formerly engraved on one of their gates, viz. 


Quand les Francais prendront Arras, 
Les Souris prendront les Chats. 


IMITATE D. 


When the French maſters of Arras are, 


Mice ſhall ſubdue the Cats by war. 5 
ut 
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But they were miſtaken, the infant eardinal and the 
duke of Lorraine, with ſix other generals, and an 
army of 30,000 men, made every effort to re- 
lieve it, and for that purpoſe attempted to cut off the 
communication of the beſiegers, and twice attacked 
their lines, but the Spaniards were always repulſed, 
and on the gth Auguſt the city ſurrendered. 


The Prince of Conde, who eſpouſed the cauſe of 
Spain, laid ſiege to it for that crown in 1654, but 
Turenne, Fertẽ, and Hocquincourt, having forced his 
lines, obliged him to raiſe it. The infantry immediately. 
gave way, when the arch-duke Leopald and the count 
of Fuenſaildaigne, who commanded them, were forced 
to retire in diſorder towards Cambray: as to the prince 
of Conde he made a good retreat, after having firſt fa- 
voured that of the others. The Spaniards loſt on that 
day all their cannon and baggage, with 2000 men made 
priſoners. Arras was yielded to France at the peace 
of the Pyrenees, concluded in 1659. 


The 3d March 1712, a body of 2 5,000 men of the 
allied troops having penetrated cloſe to the town, threw 
into it ſeveral bombs, but without doing much injury. 


The government of Arras conſiſts in 314 villages 
and hamlets, beſide 27 of Oiſy, and 27 of Aubigny- 
la-Manche. There are many handſome and noble 
abbeys, which render the environs very agreeable, the 
principal of which are Mont-St.-Eloi, Maroeul, 


Aveſnes and Eſtreun, 


SAINT 


— —— — — 


SAINT OMER. 
SAINT Omer, biſhop of Terouane and Saint Ber- 
tin, abbot, were the founders. of this city, which is 
the ſecond of the province of [Artois ; it is fatuated 
on the river Aa, which forms in its environs ſeveral 
marſhes and inundations, is 3 leagues from Aire, about 
8 from Calais, Durkirk, and Boulogne, and 14 from 
Arras.—The ground of Srrutu on which this city 
ſtands, formerly belonged to'a rich lord of the name 
of Aldroald : he was converted by St. Omer, and 
having no children he made him an offer in 655 of 
this part of his eſtate for the purpoſe of building an 
hoſpital thereon; but the Saint perſuaded him to the 
contrary, and to give it to Bertin for the erection of a 
monaſtery in honor of St. Peter.— This is the origin 
of the Abbey of St. Bertin, which, in a ſhort time 
after, became ſo celebrated, as well from the number 
of perſons who took the oath, as the variety of thoſe 
who eſtabliſhed themſelves in the town, which in the 
end became a grand and beautiful city, retaining the 
name of AuboMARUM or AUDOMAROPOLIS in honor 
of St. Omer, through whoſe means the foundation of 
this Abbey was procured, and by whom was built the 
church dedicated to the Virgin, now the Cathedral of 
the place. Foulques, abbot of St. Bertin, afterwards 
biſhop of Rheims, began in 881 to encloſe his ab- 
bey and the houſes contiguous, and Count Boudoin, 
the bald, made it a walled city in go0.—Nature 
and art have conſpired to render it of great ſtrength: 

C it 
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it has a caſtle for its defence under the command of 2 
diſtinct governor, —On the walls are ſeen ſeveral 
towers after the manner of the ancients, and various 
baſtions and half-moons well executed, defended 
by large deep ditches, '&c. Since the time that 


Vauban completed the fortifications of this place it 
has been conſidered as one of the moſt importance of 
the conquered n. 


The Cathedral Church of St. Omer i is very hand- 


ſome, though built after the Gothic ityle :—its an. 
ter is ancient, illuſtrious and rich. 


Beſide the above there are ſix pariſh churches, 


namely, St. Aldegonde, St. Denis and St. Sepulchre 


of the collation of the chapter of the cathedral and 
St. John, St. Martin and St. Margaret, of that of 
the abbot of St. Bertin. The. beautiful and magnifi- 
cent abbey of St. Bertin of the order of St. Bene- 
dict merits the particular notice of the ſtranger the 
ſteeple of the church is large, high, -and of a ſquare 
form, was built in 1431, and from it may be diſ- 
cerned in fine weather the Engliſh coaſt. In this 
church Philip the Good held two chapters of the 
order of the Goiden Fleece, the firſt in 1440 when 
he created four knights, and the ſecond in 1461 when 


ſix were Inſtalled. 


It 1s lies that this Aber poſſeſſes more than 
100,000 livres a year, it contains about fifty friars, 
who are remarked for their regularity and application 
to ſtudy, — that of Avcai-Lts-Moixes, the provoſts 
of PopERINxOuES SrrmMEu, &c. depend on it. 


The 


(Een 


The French beſieged St. Omer in 1638, but were 
obliged to decamp at the approach of the army of 
Octavo Picolomini, Duke of Amalphi, general of 
the combined troops of the King of Spain and the 
Emperor. — They again befieged it, and with more 
ſucceſs in 1677 under the Duke of Orleans, brother 
to Lewis XIV. the trenches were opened 4th April, 
and the place carried the 2oth of the ſame month 
after the famous battle of Caſſel.— The garriſon, 
conſiſting of 15 or 1600 men, under the orders of 
Prince Robecq, governor of the city, and the com- 
mandant Count St. Venant, were conducted to Ghent, 
and the French were acknowledged maſters of the 
place by the treaty of Nimeguen in 1678. 


Among the ſuburbs of this city thoſe of HAur- 
PoxT (high bridge) arc the beſt and moſt remark- 
able - they contain 300 houſes inhabited by Flemiſh 
people who aſſociate among themſelves, ſtick to their 
own language and manner of living, and dreſs in a 
very ſingular ſtyle.— The bailiwick of St. Omer con- 
tains 79 villages and hamlets. | 


Belonging to it near the city are vaſt and extenfive 
marſhes ſurrounded by a collection of waters which 
flow on all fides, and on which are ſeen ſeveral float- 
ing iſlan is covered with trees and yerdure, :ffording 
to the cye a fight truly agreeable.— Theſe ifands are 
eaſily drawn by a cord to any part of the water, and 
with as much facility as if they were only ſmall craft. 
Between theſe iflands is diſcovered the beautiful and 
rich abbey of Clairmarets of the order of Citcaux. 


C 2 BETHUNE. 


B E T HU N E. 


Tuis city ranks the third amongſt thoſe of the 
county of Artois—it is {ituated on the rivulet La- 
biette, which, ſwelled by ſeveral currents empties 
itſelf by two mouths into the Lis, which ſeparates 
Artois, from Flanders. Aire is diſtant 3 leagues, 
Liſle and Douay 6, Arras and St. Omer 8. 


Bethune is on a rock, which circumſtance, added 
to its fortifications which are regular, renders it very 
ſtrong.—It has four gates, a deep canal, on which 
boats are navigated, five baſtions, and ſeveral old 
round towers on the ramparts, together with a double 
covert way on the ſides which do not admit of being 
inundated.— Its caſtle, which was of a triangular 
form, was very old: it was demoliſhed in 1578 by 
the Prince of Orange.—Robert I. Lord of Bethune, 
built a collegiate church in 999 in honor of St. Bar- 
tholomew. | | 


This place was taken by Gaſton Duke of Orleans, 
uncle to Lewis XIV. the 29th Auguſt 1645, and it 
was confirmed to that monarch by the peace of the 
Pyrennees. Marſhal Vauban augmented the fortifi- 
cations, erected ſeveral handſome barracks, and 
rendered Bethune a regular, ſtrong and important 
place, | | 


On 


r 


On the 15th July, 1710, after the fall of Douay, 
this city was inveſted by Prince Eugene and the 
Duke of Marlborough commanding the allied ar- 
mies, conſiſting of 26 battalions and 18 ſquadrons, 
while theſe two generals at the head of one of ob- 
ſervation amuſed that of the French under Marſhal 
Villars.— The trenches were opened the 24th, and 
on the 3d Auguſt the attack began.— The garriſon, 
compoſed of nine battalions, four ſquadrons, a detach- 
ment of cannoneers and bombardeers, with Monſ. 
du Pay-Vauban (nephew to the Marſhal) at their 
head, ſuſtained a ſiege of ſix weeks, when finding 
all further reſiſtance unneceſſary, they capitulated 
28th Auguſt, on condition that they ſhould be al- 
lowed to march out on the 3 1ſt with all the honors of 
war, in order to be conducted to St. Omer. — The 
29th May, 1713, it was reſtored to the French its 
former maſters, 


A 1 R E. 


CHARLES v. having demoliſhed in 1553 the 
city of Terouane, diſtant from Aire only 2 leagues, 
this city was much benefited by it.—Its fituation is 
on the Lis, which ſeparates it into two parts, be- 
tween marſhes which render it almoſt inacceſſible.— 
This city is of the dioceſs of St. Omer, from which 
place it is 3 leagues, and with which it has a com- 


munication by means of a canal which enters the 
'FET J » j Lis, 


: 
T 2 ͤ 20 — — — 


N 


Lis, as do alſo the rivulets of Sernoi, Madicq and 
Cacquette :—the two firſt furniſh the ditches of Aire 
with water, and the third runs through the town. 

It is by this canal, called the Novvzav Fossk (the 
new dich) that all the merchandize that comes from 
Dunkirk is tranſported to this and the adjoining 
cities. 


Aire, in Latin, is called Azria or Arrta; it is 
fortified with eight baſtions and has three gates, viz. 
Arras, St. Omer and Notre Dame. The fort of 
St. Francis, which has five baſtions, covers the town 
on the Flanders fide, and contributes greatly to its 
defence as well as the caſtle: each has its com- 
mander. The principal church (both a pariſh and 
collegiate one) is dedicated to St. Peter. 


Anthony de Buc, ſecond ranger of Flanders, built 
it, and Boudoin of Lifle, count of Flanders, founded 
fourteen prebends in 1064. In 1186 Philip of Al- 
ſace augmented the chapter. The church, one of 
the fineſt in the country, was entirely ruined by the 
ſiege of 17 10, and its charming tower, which being 
injured in ſeveral places, fell 1713, owing to the 
indiſcretion of the magiſtrates who ordered all the 
bells to be rung at once on the day that the place 
was delivered to the French king: there is alſo the 
pariſh church 6: NoTrz Dams. 


Lewis XI. obtained it in 1482, owing to the 
treachery of Cohen its governor ; but Max of Auſtria 
ſovereign of the Low Countries had it returned by 
the treaty of Arras, 


Charles 
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Charles de la Porte again beſieged it 19th May, 
1641, and took it after much reſiſtance on the part 
of the garriiovn, which conſiſted of Spaniards, Ita- 
lians and Walloons to the number of 3000 ; but not 
until every feet of ground without had been diſputed 
by the two armies. The beheged having bravely | 
defended. themſelves during two months, obtained 
the 26th July an honorable capitulation. 


The Spaniards availing themſelves of the diſorders 
which ſubſiſted amongſt the French, who were about 
to loſe a battle with the Duke of Bouillon and Count 
Soiſſons near Sedan, gave them no time to fortify 
Aire, nor repair the breaches, for they retook it 7th 
December following under John, Baron of Beck, 
who from a meilenger became general of the Spaniſh 
army and governor of Luxemberg. 


Marſhal Humieres attacked it in 1676 when the 
Prince of Orange beſieged Maftricht. On the 24th 
July the trenches were opened before fort St. Fran- 
eis, which was abandoned by the Spaniards on the 
following day ; and the city was beſet with ſuch fury 
that it was compelled to capitulate on the laſt day 
of the month after twenty days ſiege, and five from 
the opening of the trenches. 


The French having again acquired it, put it into 
ſuch a ſtate of defence as to render it in point of 
ſtrength interior to no place of their conquered 
country; however, they loſt it again in 1710 to 
Prince Eugene and the Duke of Marlborough. 

the 


( 16 ) 


the Marquis of Goiſbriant, hentenant-general of 
the French, and commander in the city of twenty 
battalions, being for want of ammunition forced to 
comply :—it was ſtipulated in the capitulation that 
the garriſon ſhould go out with all the honors of 
war the gth November and be conducted to Arras. 
Fort St. Francis ſurrendered in the mean time; but 
the treaty of Utrecht reſtored them again to the houſe 
of Bourbon 1ſt June, 1713. 


The bailiwick of Aire contains ſixteen villages and 
hamlets. 


8 


Is ſituated on the boundaries of Artois and Flan- 
ders on the Laviette, 4 leagues from Arras and 
Douay and 6 from Liſle. It contains two churches, 
Notre Dame and St. Vulgan, the tower of the lat- 
ter, which 1s not deſtitute of beauty, was finiſhed in 
1705: there is allo another pariſh called St. Leger. 


This place has been frequently taken and retaken 


in former days, ſince which its works have been de- 
moliſhed. 


The bailiwick of Lens contains 132 villages and 
hamlets, 


BAPAUME. 


B A P A U M E. 


The privileges of a city were granted to this 
place about the year 1335 when it was ſurrounded 
with walls. Though ſmall, it is nevertheleſs very 
ſtrong, as well by nature as by art; it is ſituated on 
the frontiers of Piccardy, between Arras and Pe- 
ronne 5 leagues from each. The ditches are dry, 
and it is very difficult to beſiege it, there being no 
river nor water of conſequence within 4 leagues. 
The inhabitants ſuffered long and greatly for want 
of this neceſſary article, that of their ciſterns being 
very bad, and their wells, many of them at a depth 
of more than 140 feet; but Mr. Feulon, engineer 
of the place, having dug 15 feet deep at about half 
a league from the town, luckily found two large 
baſons and a fine ſpring before unknown. This 
ſon of fortune alſo invented the means of conveying 
it to the grand place, where the magiſtracy erected a 
fountain which ſerved as a pedeſtal to a ſtatue of 
Lewis XV. ſet up the 19th April, 1723, but was 
demoliſhed by the Jacobins in 1792. 


Bapaume has only two gates, but it has a caſtle 
with a large ſquare pavilion with very ſtrong and high 
baſtions. The Town-houſe is ſupported by ſeveral 
pillars of blue ſtone, under which is a good guard- 
houſe for the military : its tower has many admirers. 


D Marſhal 


(#8) 
Marſhal Meilleraye took this place from the Spa- 
niards 18th September, 1641. After the capitu- 


lation a French officer of the name of St. Pruil had 
the raſhneſs to fire on the garriſon as it was marching 


out, for which ſtep he loſt his head. 


"Since that period it has remained the property 
of the French, who have conſiderably enlarged the 
fortifications. 


The bailiwick contains 64 villages and hamlets, 
and there are two famous abbeys in the environs, 


both of the order of St. Auguſtin. 


r 


TEE ſite of the old Hedin is a league diſtant from 
that of the preſent. In 1477 it was taken and burnt 
by Lewis XI. of France. In 1521 it met with 
the ſame fate, as alſo 1537 at the time of Francis I. 
but Philibert Emmanuel, Duke of Savoy, general 
to Charles V. retook it and its caſtle the 28th July, 
1553, and deſtroyed them entirely. This Prince re- 
built the city with a fort the year following on a 

ſpot called Le MESNIL, and gave it the name of 
HxbixTERr, in alluſion to the four letters F. E. R. T. 
Fortitudo ejus rhodum tenuit, the ancient motto of the 
Dukes of Savoy. 


This 


„ 


This place is in the dioceſs of St. Omer, near 
the frontiers of Piccardy, 8 leagues from Abbiville, 
and 4 from Montreuil and St. Paul: it is called in 
Latin IESDI NIV. 


Hedin is in part ſurrounded by a marſh which 
renders it almoſt inacceſſible ; the river Canche di- 
vides it into two parts, and it cannot be well reduced 
unleſs attacked by two armies at once, as one fide 
can hold out though the other fall. It is a regular 
hexagon, with a good ditch and counterſcarp, with 
half moons which cover the troops on that ſide not 
defended by the marſhes. 


This city has only two gates, Bourg and Mon- 
treuil, the principal church is dedicated to St. Mar- 
tin. The French became maſters of it in 1639 un- 
der Charles de la Porte, Marquis of Meilleraye, 
who received on the breach a marſhall's ſtaff ſent 
hun by Lewis XIII. g 


The bailiwick of Hedin contains 124 villages and 
hamlets, in which are ſeen many fine abbeys, parti- 
cularly that of Cercamp of the order of CirgAux, 
the church of which was once very magnificent, but 
has now only the body ſtanding. There are other 
reigious {eminaries, viz. the abbey of Blangy, that 
of Auchy-les-Moines of the order of St. Benedict, 
that of Dommartin, formerly St. Joſſe-au-Bois of 
the order of Premontre, and that of St. Andre-au- 
Bois of the ſame. | 


D 2 St. VENANT. 
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Is ſituated on the Lis, 2 leagues from Aire, and 
bears the title of county; its principal defence is 
in its inundations which form the rivulets Robecq 
and Garbecq : it has only one church, and that de- 
dicated to St. Venant. 


This place was made a county by the Spaniſh 
king 17th December, 1645, in favor of Licres go- 
vernor of St. Omer. In 1659 it was yielded to 
France, by the treaty of the Pyrennees, when its 
fortifications were demoliſhed, | 


The fiege which this city ſuſtained in 1710 has 
rendered it famous in hiſtory. The French had 
raiſed freſh works round it and ſupplied it with a 
good garriſon, when Prince Eugene and the Duke 
of Marlborough inveſted it on the 5th September, 
after the ſurrender of Bethune. The Prince of 
Orange directed the ſiege, and the Chevalier de 
Selve with ſix battahons defended the town. On 
the 16th the trenches were opened, but the ſcarcity 
of proviſions and ammunition produced a capitu- 
lation the 2gth of the ſame month. St. Venant was 
however reſtored to OY rance in 1 3 by the treaty of 
Utrecht, 


LILLERS. 


r 


STANDS between Aire and Bethune, about 2 
leagues from each: formerly it was well fortified, 
but its works haye long ſince been demoliſhed, and 
it may now be conſidered as a place of no ſtrength. 
It is a bailiwick on which 60 villages depend, the 
ſovereignty of which was made over to France in 
1659 by the peace of the Pyrenees, 


In the environs of this city are two abbeys, one 
at Ham and the other at Chocques : the firſt is of 
the order of St. Benedict, and the ſecond, for regu- 
lar CHANOINEs of that of St. Auguſtin, | 


St, P 4 U T, 


Is called FAN uu St. Paul, or PavLoeoL1s, is 4 
leagues from St. Omer, 8 from Arras, and is in 
Artois. 


The country of St. Paul bears the title of Sr- 


NOCHAUSSE E, and its juriſdiction extends over 282 
* and hamlets, 


DUNKIRK. 


ä 


Douxxirx, ſignifies in the Flemith language, 
Church of the Downs, This place is ſituated in the 
middle of the Downs, which bordered on the ma- 
ritime part of Flanders. It was firſt inhabited by 
fiſhermen, who to be near the haven, ere&ed the 
firſt dwellings which were mere huts ; from thence it 
became a hamlet, and by degrees a ſca- port of con- 
ſequence. 


Boudoin the younger, Count of Flanders, ſur- 
rounded that place with walls about the year 960, 
and the Count Philip of Alſace attracted to it a num- 
ber of inhabitants from other parts by the privileges 
which he held out for that purpoſe. 


Dunkirk, for the latter centuries, has frequentiy 
been conteſted by various powers. The Engliſh 
burnt it in 1388, and in the year 1558 it was fur- 
priſed by the French under Paul de la Barthe, but 
retaken in 1583 by the Spaniards, commanded by 
the Prince of Parme, who obliged the governor 
eſtabliſhed by the Duke of Alengon to leave the 
town without arms or baggage. 'The French be- 
came maſters of it again in 1646 under the Duke of 
Enghien, aſſiſted on the ſea ſide by Van Tromp, 
the celebrated Dutch admiral, The Marquis of 


Lede with a garriſon of 3000 men were obliged to 
g ſurrender 
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ſurrender on the 7th October, fourtzen days after 
the opening of the trenches. 


In 1652 it was again reduced by order of Arch- 
duke Leopold, after a fiege of eighteen days, di- 
rected by the Count of Efraues*. Six years after 
the Marſhal Turenne beſieged it by land, and 
the Engliſh by ſea. After the trenches had been 
open eighteen days, Don Juan of Auſtriay ac- 
companied by the Prince of Conde and Marſhal 
Hocquincourt, at the head of 20,000 men, went to 
relieve it. The battle was very obſtinate and bloody, 
but the Spaniards having loſt the greateſt part of 
their infantry, and ſeveral pieces of cannon, were 
at length obliged to give way. Among the flain 
was Marſhal Hocquincourt. 


This victory was followed by the taking of Dun- 
kirk, which ſurrendered the 25th June, 1658. Af— 
ter the death of Marſhal de Lede, who was killed, 
this city was delivered over by the French to the 
Engiſh, by virtue of a treaty made between the 
court of the former and Oliver Cromwell ; but 
Charles II. when he came to the throne, ſold it to 
them for the ſum of 500,000 florins. 


Lewis XIV. having thus ſecured to himſelf the 
poſſeſſion of this city, ſoon rendered it one of the 


* This was the ſame perſon who negociated the ſale of Dun- 
kirk to the King of England; he was ſtyled Governor of the 
place and Viceroi of America. 


ſtrongeſt 
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ſtrongeſt in all Europe, and a ſea-port inferior to 
none :—that ſovereign expended vaſt ſums in en- 
larging the town, and adding to its fortifications, 
which contained 17 baſtions, 13 halt-moons, and a 
ſtrong and very regularly built citadel, 


Dunkirk is divided into the old and new town; 
the former is ſituated next the ſea- ſide, is ſurrounded 
with ſeveral large walls, flanked with large towers, 
ſupported by a good rampart, and fortified by a 
ditch, made principally of brick, 120 feet wide, and 
always full of water, ſupplied from the river Colme. 
On the fide of Mardick the ſea advances into the 
land, forming a ſmall gulph which ſtretches along 
the walls of the old town, and forms alſo a port ca- 
pable of containing 200 ſhips : the entrance, how- 
ever, is narrow and dangerous on account of the 
ſand banks near it, the principal of which, of 600 
Toiſes, was Cut in 1671. | 


On each. ſide of the port was erected a cauſeway 
which advanced 5 or 6Qo paces into the fea. In 
order to complete theſe grand piers, or cones, with 
the more ſpeed, 30,000 workmen were engaged 
with the pick-axe, ſhovel and axe; whole foreſts 
were cut down, and their wood and innumerable 
quantities of large ſtones and earth were employed 
in their conſtruction. Each of theſe cauſeways was 
furniſhed with a wooden fort planted with cannon, 
erected on veſſels filled with ſtones, and ſunk to the 
bottom: one of which was named the GREEN Cas- 
TLE, the other the CasrIE or Goob Hope. 


Near 


1 


Near theſe piers were two grand forts of ſtone, 
built in the ſca, the moſt conſiderable of which was 
the Fox r bu RIS BAN, diſtant from the citadel 800 
yards, and was joined to the pier by a wooden 
bridge: its walls were 80 feet thick, and it had ac- 
commodations for a garriſon of 6000 men. In the 
centre of this huge building was a Place-of-arms, 
of an oval form, and ſufficiently large for all the 
ſoldiers to be reviewed on it. A large recervoir 
for the rain water, erected for the military in caſe 
of neceſſity, was another thing much remarked; 
nor did the barracks leſs attract the notice of 
the obſerver. On the platform was a great num- 
ber of cannon and mortars, placed there to annoy 
the enemy's ſhipping. This Riſbanc was finiſhed in 
1683, and in 1701 a new one was formed nearer the 
town, but of leſs ſtrength. 


The new city joins to Fort Lewis, and with it 
forms the port, ſurrounding, in part, the old one, and 
is fortified with 12 baſtions, a ditch full of water, and 
a counterſcarp; and two hornworks occupied the 
ſpot between the latter and the cauſeway which faced 
the ſea. 


The Emperor Charles V. built a citadel near this 
place in 1535, which was afterwards much beautified 
and improved by Vauban. There are three canals 
which proceed from Dunkirk towards the ſouth, 
and enable the ighabitants to tranſport in their boats 
(called ByLanpers) the goods which they vend 


amongſt the neighbouring towns, Theſe canals 
+ ſerve, 
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ſerve, beſide, to cleanſe the city and inundate the 
fields about it in proportion as the ſluices are raiſed 
or lowered. The firſt goes to BzrxG-ST.-Vixoux, 
the ſecond to HoxDScHOTE, and the third to Fur - 
Nis, NieveokT, and from thence to Bxrvucrs, 
GEN T, &c. 


* 


The pariſh church of St. Eloy has a handſome 
high tower, from whence may be ſeen the heights 
of Dover and the Engliſh coaſt. 


The buildings moſt remarkable are the Town- 
houſe, Dock-yard, Guard-houſe, and the ware- 
houſes, the cellars of which are always well ſtored 
with arms and proviſions, as well for the garriſon as 
for the veſſels. 


The 11th Auguſt, 1694, the allies ſent a fleet 
commanded by St. Cloudſly Shovel, with orders to 
bombard Dunkirk, but he withdrew himſelf from 
before it without effecting any great things, after 
having thrown into the town and forts 1200 bombs. 


Lewis XIV. having conſented in 1712 to give 
up this city to Queen Anne, he put the Engliſh into 
poſſeſſion of it; and on the 19th July of that year 
General Hill entered it with 5000 men in the name 
of his Miſtreſs; the Count Lemont and the French 
garriſon quitting it at the ſame time, having pre- 
viouſly reſigned all its keys to the Britiſh general, 
who, on his entry, hoiſted his ſovereign's colours. 


Peace 


69 


Peace having been concluded at Utrecht in 1713 
with the Engliſh, one of the conditions was, that the 
Fortifications, Forts, Citadel, Riſhancs and Piers of 
Dunkirk ſhould be demoliſhed. Thoſe matchleſs 
works, the wonders of the world, and Che ανxnes 
of the great Vauban, were, in conſequence, in part, 
deſtroyed by gunpowder ;—works, which had ſo often 
attracted, and at all ſeaſons of the year, crowds of 
ſtrangers from every part to gaze on and admire 
them. As ſoon as this article of the treaty was com- 
plied with (which took place at the cloſe of 1713) 
the Engliſh returned home, 


In, Auguſt 1793, the Britiſh and Hanoverians, 
under the command of his Royal Highnets the 
Duke of York inveſted this city. The latter, 
headed by Marſhal Freitag, were detached from the 
main army, and took poſt along the Yler as a corps 
of obſervation, in order to prevent the enemy, 
ſtrongly incamped at Mount Caſſel, &c. from ſuc- 
couring the garriſon. The Duke, with the be- 
ſieging army, immediately opened the intrenchments, 
and was preparing for a vigorous attack, when the 
French, finding that Dunkirk would fall in a few 
days, if not relieved, collected their whole force in 
and near that quarter, amounting to 80, ooo men, 
under Houchard, which they effected by ſeizing all 
the catile and carriages of every denomination, for 
the purpoſe of tranſporting their troops with the 
more ſpeed to the place of action. This being 
completed, they attacked with the greateſt fury, en 
* (in a maſs) every poſt on the J ſer, and after 

E 2 a conteſt 
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a conteſt which coſt them 6000 men, the Marſhal 
made a retrograde motion towards the Duke. 


On the following dgy, September 7th, the gar- 
rifon, in conjunction with Houchard, made a fally 
from the town, when after a reſiſtance on the part of 
the Engliſh, which will ever redound to their honor, 
on account of the great inferiority of their numbers, 


they effected their retreat with a trifling loſs. 


The French were more indebted for their ſucceſs 
on this day to accident than any thing elſe, for 
two gun-boats were at high water brought too on 
the Duke's flank, which, favored by a ſtrong S. W. 
wind, greatly impeded the progreſs of the work- 
men in the intrenchments, and indeed that of the 
whole army. 


In the evening His Highneſs iſſued orders for 
the deſtruction of all the works, magazines, &c. 
as alſo for the tranſportation, by the river, to Furnes, 
of every thing which could be removed with pro- 
priety and ſafety, leaving behind a few pieces 
of iron ordnance mounted on ſhip-carriages, ſome 


balls, ſhells, &c. &c. the whole but of little value. 


Thus the fiege of Dunkirk was raiſed, and on 
the 13th the Duke marched back to Hainault. Hou- 
chard, the French general, was impeached for hav- 
ing loſt, in killed and wounded, 7200 men, though 
he ſaved the city,—he afterwards ſuffered by the 
Guillotine. | 
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BERG-SAINT-VINOX, 


Is ſituated on the Colme, 2 leagues from Dunkirk ; 

and 7 from Ypres: the air from its marſhes is perni- 
cious to ſtrangers. Boudoin third count of Flanders, 
much enlarged this city about the year 950, and ſur- 
rounded it with walls : the fourth count of that name, 
added a caſtle in 1029, which ſerved as a Place of re- 
kdence for ſome of his ſucceſſors. 


Berg-Saint-Vinox, was one of the laſt cities of 
Flanders which held out for the Proteſtant party, in 
the religious war. Prince Parme who beſieged it in 
1583, was ſo my handled by the garriſon, that 
he was compelled to change the ſiege to a blockade; 
this manceuvre, however, proved ſucceſsful, for 
Monſ. Villeneuve, the commandant for the States, 
with his French regiment, ſurrendered the place upon 
honourable terms. 


In 1658, the French took it again, and it was con- 
firmed to them together with its lordſhip by the peace 
of the Pyrennees; ſince that period it has received 
many important additions, ſuch as fortifications, and an 
improvement by which the beſieged can lay the coun- 
try under water, to a great extent. | 


The Colme which runs by, and almoſt furrounds the 
City, ſerves as a canal to Hondſchote, St. Omer, and 
Gravelines. 
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Gravelines. There is alſo a canal which leads to 
Dunkirk, near which are two forts built by the 
French, one called Fort Lewis, the other Fort 
Francis, The firſt was given up to the Engliſh in 
1712, with the latter city, and was afterwards in part 
demoliſhed, but has ſince received ſuch improve- 
ments as to render it a place of great conſequence, 
at leaſt a key to it. 

\ 

The lordſhip of Berg contains 33. boroughs and 
villages, which are famed tor the excellent cheeſe and 
butter ſold throughout all Flanders. 


»In 4s 


Wiucn is 6 leagues from Ypres, 4 from St. 
Omer and Berg-St.-Vinox, is fituated on an high 
mountain, from whence may be ſeen 3o cities and 
more than 400 villages: and it is for this reaſon that 
many give to this place the name of MounT-Cassz.. 
It has 5 gates, viz. Weſt Gate, Berg-St.-Vinox's 
Gate, St. Omer's Gate, Aire Gate and Ypres's 


Gate. 


This city has often been pillaged and burnt, as 
well by accident as by the misfortunes of war ; but 
principally in 1632, 1655 and 1672, when the French 
ruined its ancient caſtle as well as its beautiful 

tower, 
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tower, which was ſo high that it ſerved as a light- 
houſe to ſhips at fea. 


Philip Auguſtus, King of France, took this place 
in 1214, and Philip of Valois plundered it in 1324, 
as a puniſhment to the inhabitants for having revolted 
againſt Nevers Count of Flanders, and for the ſneer 
caſt ar that monarch in the following couplet, in- 
ſcribed under a cock provided for the occaſion ; 


« Quand ce Coq chante aura, 
« Le Roi Caſſel conquetera.” 


Whenever this Cock begins to crow, 
Caf] to the King its head ſhall bow. 


They were, however, miſtaken, for this prince 


defeated the rebels (who left 19,000 dead on the 


field of battle) took the city by aſſault, ſet it on 
fire, and put every one to the ſword. 


Caſſel has been in the poſſeſſion of France ever 
ſince the year 1676, to which it was given with its 
lordſhip, which extends over 50 boroughs and vil- 
lages, by the treaty of Nimeguen concluded in 
1678, Mount Caſſel is of ſo much conſequence 
from its commanding height that it has acquired 
the name of the Gibraltar Rock of Weſt Flanders, 
and indeed not without ſome reaſon. The French, 
knowing its advantages, have always had a very 
conſiderable encampment on and near it :—the 

country 


1 


country, at the foot of the mountain, is quite & New- 
market plain, where cavalry may act in any num- 
ber, and it is for this reaſon that the enemy have for- 
tifted it with infinite pains and labour. 


— —ęV— . — Ʒ— 
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Is alſo on the Colme, 1 league from Gravelines and 
3 from Dunkirk, with which it communicates by a 
canal, Count Boudoin, the bald, ſurrounded it with 
ditches about goo. 


The French and Engliſh have often attacked this 
place, and particularly in 1383, when the latter ren- 
dered themſelves maſters af it.—It was afterwards 
reſtored to the former, who, in order to puniſh it 
for having rebelled againſt Lewis, laid it waſte by fire 
and ſword. The Duke of Orleans retook it for the 
French in 1645; and at the concluſion of the peace 
of the Pyrenees its works were demoliſhed ;—within 
its lordſhip are 10 handſome villages. 


GRAVELINES. 
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Ts cry, called in Flemiſh GREVELINORHE, is 
ſituated on the ſea-ſide, at the mouth of the river 
Aa, and the land about it is cut by canals, which 
render the acceſs to it rather difficult, one of which 
goes to Dunkirk by Bourbourg, the other to Berg- 
St.-Vinox. In forming theſe canals, and making 
their ſluices, ſeveral thouſand French troops were 
employed in 1738, and it is but juſtice to ſay that 
they were completed in a ſtyle which will ever do 
them credit. 


Gravelines, though by no means large, is of the 
firſt importance, on account of the ſtrength of its 
works, which conſiſt of 5 ſtone 8 4 halt- 
moons and a hornwork. 


Thierry of Alſace, Count of Flanders, built it in 
1160:—in 1384 it was ruined by the Engliſh ; but 
in 1405 every thing was re-eſtabliſhed and repaired. 

8 85 

Fort Philip, which is below the town, defends the 
entrance, but neither this nor forts Sluice and Hen- 
nuin ceuk! prevent Gaſton, Duke of Orleans, from 
ſubduing it, who opened his trenches on the 12th 
June, and on the 3oth, July it ſurrendered. 


The Archduke Leopold retook it in a few days in 
1652, owing to the inſufficiency of the garriſon : 
F and 
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and on the zoth Auguſt 1658, Marſhal de Ferte, | 
carried it, after a ſiege of twenty-three days. Since 
that time it has remained annexed to France, by vir- 
tue of the truce of the Pyrennees, concluded in the 
the following year; and the Chevalier de Ville and 
Vauban, have made additions to its works, which by 
no means diſgrace them. | 


This city which is between Calais and Dunkirk, 
( 3 leagues from each) reaps a great advantage from 
its proximity to the ſea, and its ſituation on the Aa, 
which is there ſo deep, as to admit of the largeſt 
veſſels; but the roads in the environs of the town are 


very bad from the quantity of ſand drifted up. 


. 


Is the capital city of French Flanders, in which 
there are 193 boroughs and villages, and of which 
this is the richeſt, the moſt magnificent, and the beſt 
peopled, of any of the catholic low countries. It 
was formerly ſurrounded with marſhes; which the 
induſtry of the inhabitants has drained. The river 
Deule, runs through the city, waters its ditches, and 
forms ſeveral canals, which ſerve for the tranſporta- 
tion of merchandize. Liſle is 3 leagues from Menin ; 
5 from Ypres Courtray and Tournay; 7 from 
Douay; 10 from Arras; 12 from Cambray; and 13 
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from Ghent; and has, like moſt other cities, a com- 
munication with the neighbouring towns, by means 
of paved roads. On the 12th September 1645, the 
French attacked it, but were obliged to retire. In 
1667, Lewis XIV. beſieged it in perſon, at a time, 
when the Count of Brouay, fon of the great general 
Ambroſe, marquis of Spinola, commanded the gar- 
riſon, which, as it only conſiſted of 1,000 men, to- 
tally undiſciplined, it was compelled to yield, 28th 
Auguſt, after nine days attack. Since that period, 
the old town has been much damaged, and a new-one 
built, fortified with a citadel, of 5 baſtions and a fort, 
called the fort-du-Sauyveur. The new town was begun 
in 1669, under Marſhal Vauban, the greateſt engi- 
neer of his day. Liſle has ſeven gates, viz. 1, that 
of Barre; 2, that of Notre-Dame; 3, that of 
the Sick; 4, that of Fives; 5, St. Maurices; 6, 
Magdalens; and 7, St. Andrews; independent of 
that of Secours, at the citadel, the parade of which 
is planted with a variety of trees, forming a proma- 
nade very agreeable. 


The principal church is dedicated to St. Peter, and 
has a chapter of 100 perſons. Two chapters of the 
order of the golden fleece, have been holden in this 
city, one in 1431, and the other in 1436. The 
other pariſhes, are St. Edward; (in the heart of the 
town ;) St. Maurice; St. Saviour; St. Catharine ; St. 
Andrew and Magdalen : the two laſt were formed 
when the place was enlarged ; and the church of the 
latter was rebuilt, in form of a dome, anno 17 12. 

F 2 The 
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The ſtreets, particularly thoſe of the new town, are 
very handſome, ſtrait, and ornamented with ſeveral 
fine palaces, and other edifices. Between the two 
grand places, or parades, is a ſuperb houſe, built in 
1664, and called la bour/ſe, (the exchange) where the 
merchant meet every day at noon, and tranſact their 
affairs. And not far from it is the town houſe, for- 
merly the palace of the dukes of Bourgogne. 


This city has remained in the poſſeſſion of the 
French, by the peace of Aix-la-Chapelle, of 1668. 


The Marſhal of Boufflers, was governor of the 
town and citadel, as alſo of the province, when the 
allied 'troops under the command of the prince Eu- 
gene and the duke of Marlborough, inveſted Lifle, 13th 
Auguſt 1708, and opened the trenches on the 22d 
and 23d. A finer and better equipped army than this 
was never ſeen, amongſt whoſe officers, were forty 
ſovereign princes. The marſhal with the lieutenants- 
general Surville and Lee and Mr: Freſiliere, defended 
it valiantly, during the ſpace of ſixty-two days, but 
the allies took the town by capitulation, 23d October, 
Boufflers having retired with 5000 of his troops to 
the citadel, On the 29th, hoſtilities were re-com- 
menced on both ſides, when this brave officer finding 
after having been ſhut up nearly five weeks, with his 
men, that there was no proſpect of being relieved, a 
parley was beaten the 8th December, and two days 
after the garriſon marched out with ſix pieces of can- 
non, two mortars, and all the honors of war, to the 
inexpreſſible joy of the ſurrounding army, who felt 

| more 


Marque: che three firſt are navigable. This territo- 
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more pleaſure in embracing a noble enemy, than in 
being driven to the painſul neceſſity of depriving them 
of that life, which they had ſo gallantly defended. 


By the treaty of Utrecht of 1713, Liſle was re- 
ſtored to France, whole king took poſſeſſion of it on 
the 4th June, of that year. 


The Auſtrians undertook with 18,000 men, to 
bombard this place, in September 1792, the main of 
the French republican army, bong at that time in 
Champagne. 


The Emperor's ſoldiers, ſoon became maſters of 
the ſuburb of Fives; but freſh troops arriving to the 
aſſiſtance of the garriſon, the allies were at length 
compelled to abandon their enterpriſe, having firſt 
greatly damaged the city, and deſtroyed many of its 
inhabitants, &c. 


The lordſhip of Liſle, is about g leagues long, and 
as many broad, which makes in the round about 28. 
It is divided into nine parts, viz, Melantois, Caſem- 
bault, Weſpers, Ferrain, Perſelle, outre VEſcaur, 


Comte, Gouvernance de Douay, and the county of 
L alloue. 


The territory of Liſle is bordered on the eaſt by 
Tournaiſis; on the ſouth and weſt by Artois; and 
on the north by Flemiſh Flanders. Its rrvers are the 
Lis, Scarp, Deule, Higher and Lower, and the 
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ry is divided into two parts, and the idea of this di- 
viſion originated from the fertility of the foil. The 
part on the ſide of Artois, and in which are Carem- 
bault, Melantois, Perſelle, and the Gouvernance of 
Douap, is a country which, though dry, produces good 
corn, and in abundance; and that which borders on 
Flanders, and which comprehends Weſpers, Ferrain, 
and Lalloue, is ſo good and fertile, that the earth 
there may be ſaid to be never at reſt. In theſe beau- 
tiful parte, are four celebrated abbeys, namely Loz, 
Marquette, Ciſoing and Phalempin. The inhabi- 
tants are remarked for their induſtry, politeneſs and 
hoſpitality, and their Theatre is the admiration of 


every Tac: ; | 


D . 


Ti E form of this place is oval, and its ſituation 


on the Scarp, 5 leagues from Arras and Cambray, 7 


from Liſle and Valanciennes, and 8 from Tournay. 
It has ſix gates, which are thoſe of Morel; Ocre ; 
(now ſhut) Eſquerchin; St. Eloi; Notre-Dame and 
Arras; the laſt'of which is in Artois, and extends to 
about twenty paces within Douay. 


This city, WY belonged to Hainault, from 
which it was ſeparated in 1072, and added to the 
county of Flanders; it has a celebrated univerſity on 
the 
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the ſame footing as that of Louvin. The two prin- 
cipal churches are thoſe of St. Anne and St. Peter, 
both collegiate, and beſide theſe (which alſo belong 
to pariſhes) there are St. James's, St. Nicholas, St. 
Aubin, and Notre-Dame, the moſt ancient church of 
the city. The town-houſe is an antique building, is 
adorned with ſtatues of the old counts of Flanders, 
and a tower, When the Spaniards were maſters of 
Douay, it had a fort about a quarter of a league diſ- 
tant from the town; but it was of ſo bad a conſtruc- 
tion that it was conſidered as a place of little or no 
conſequence; it ſtood at the mouth of the canal of 
Liſle, and near the Scarp, from which it took its 
name. The French have ſince converted it into a 
regular pentagen, and have ſurrounded it with ditch- 
es, half. moons, &c. theſe works which were com- 
menced in 1670, and finiſhed in two years after, now 
ſerve to defend the Sluices, by which Douay 12 be 
inundated. 


Lewis XIV. beſieged Douay in perſon, and took it 
on the 8th July 1667, five days after the opening of 
the trenches, when baron Oſtige the governor, with 
a garriſon of only 400 men marched out. By the 
treaty of Aix-la-Chapalle, of 1668, this city was re- 
ſtored to that monarch, who cauſed to be erected 
there an arſenal, to ſerve for all the conquered coun- 
tries; a foundry (the firſt in the world) for cannon 
and mortars: and a military academy, where the ma- 

thematics and the art of fortification are taught, and 

| where the ſtudents learn to fire cannon and throw 
bombs, upon ſuch a principle as to aſtoniſh the 
| writes 
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writer of this article, who, (he flatters himſelf) poſ- 
ſeſſes ſome knowledge of military ſcience. 


In 1710 the allied army having been beforehand 
with the French in taking the field, went to attack, 
on the 21ſt April, the lines made by the latter, on the 
fide of the canal, leading from Douay to Liſle, when, 
finding them abandoned, EF; inveſted this city two 
days after. 15 


On the 4th May the trenches were opened, and 
two attacks took place, one under the orders of the 
Prince of Orange, and the other by a party com- 
manded by the Prince of Anhault.—Pomereul was 
at this time governor of the place, and the King of 
France ſent Albergotti, lieutenant-general, to take 
upon him the command of the garriſon and the de- 
fence of the town, &c. which made ſuch a vigorous 
refiſtance, that the enemy was not able to obtain 
poſſeſſion until the 25th of June, after fifty- two 
days attack with open trenches :—the garriſon, which 
conſiſted of 8000 at the beginning of the ſiege, was 
reduced to the number of 5 900, who marched out 
on the 29th, with all the honors of war, and were 
conducted to Cambray, as were alſo that of Scarp fort, 
which place ſurrendered at, almoſt, the approach of 


enemy's advanced guard. 


In 1712 Marſhal Villars, at the head of a French 
army, having ſeized on the poſts of Denain, Mar- 
chiennes, St. Amand, &c. and having obliged the 


Prince Eugene to abandon the ſiege of Landrecies, 
ee 


5 
formed that of Douay, which was attacked 1ſt Au- 
guſt, in three different places, one by Albergotti 
againſt Scarp fort, and the city, by two diviſions, 
under Monſ. Groeſbriant and Count Brolio lieute- 
nant- general. 


On the 14th of Auguſt the trenches were opened, 
and the bombardment of the city, and fort, began on 
the 18th, the latter ſurrendered on the 27th, and the 
garriſon were made priſoners of war; but the former 
held out till the Sth September, when lieutenant- ge- 
neral Hompeſch, the commander, was alſo made pri- 
ſoner, together with 4000 men who compoſed his 
garriſon. 


* 


Since Douay has returned to France, it has been 
conſiderably embelliſhed by the erection of a va- 
riety of new houſes, which were built here on ac- 
count of the parliament eſtabliſhed by Lewis XIV. 
firſt at Tournay in 1709, which, at the taking of 
that city, was removed to Cambray, but in 1713 
was placed here, 


It is not without reaſon, that Douay and its bailt- 
wick are ſtyled the granary of the whole country, for 
the environs of this city are ſo fertile in corn, that 
they uſually grow z ſufficiency for the conſumption 
of the neighbouring provinces. 


This bailiwick has within its limits the ſmall city 
of Orchies, beſide 25 boroughs and villages, moſt 


of which are watered by the Scarp, 
G The 
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The abbeys of Marchiennes, Anchin, Hennin and 
Flines, enjoy the like advantages; as do alſo ſeveral 
Priories. 


From the proximity of this city to Valenciennes 
and Conde, and its importance, it will, in all pro- 
bability, be attacked by the allies in the campaign of 
this preſent year (1794) and perhaps meet the fate 
of thoſe places. 


: . 


Is a ſmall, but very pretty city, on the Scarp, in 
Tournaiſis, 2 leagues from Valenciennes and 3 
from Tournay :—formerly it was furrounded with 
walls, but the gates are now almoſt the only part 
ſtanding ;—its pariſh church 1s dedicated to St. 


Martin. 


The waters of St. Amand are famous for their 
virtues, and attract in their ſeaſons ſick people from 
all quarters. 


The church of the abbey ff St. Amand, built 
after the modern ſtyle, is very ſpacious and mag- 
nificent :—its length is 460 feet, and its breadth 78 ; 
and that part which makes it a croſs (in the form of 
which it is built) is 260 long by 80 :—it is a double 
church, and the religious people, in order to keep 

themſelves 
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themſelves out of the ſight of the public, have their 
choir in the upper, leaving the under one to the 
laymen. The whole of the building has more the 
appearance of a royal palace than a monaſtery, the 
expences of erecting which amounted to more than 
3,000,000 florins. ; 


The allies having rendered themſelves maſters of 
Tournay, St. Amand fell aiſo into their hands; but 
the French retook it twice, the firſt time by aftault 
in 1711, and aiſo the year after when they made 
800 priſoners, and took ſiz7 pieces of cannon, after 
two days attack: by the peace of Utrecht of 1713 
it was leit in their poſſeſſion. | 


The city of St. Amand, taken and re-taken by 
the Auſtrians and French in 1792 and 1793, has 
ſuffered much by the latter, who pillaged, by far, 
the greatc{t part of it, and were beſide, guilty of 
other exceſles, particularly towards the females. 


ARMEN- 
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Is ſituated 3 leagues from Ypres, Bailleuil and 
Liſle, and 4 from Baſſee. The Lis, which runs 
through the town, forms there a ſmall port where 
craft ſtop to load and unload their cargoes, which 
conſiſt chiefly of bricks, burnt 1 in the neighbourhood 


in very large quantities. 


In 1329 this place was ſurrounded by walls, and 
in 1509 the inhabitants obtained permiſſion to enlarge 
it, which, however, was not effected till 1 580. 


The wars between the French and Flemiſh have 
many a time laid it waſte, particularly in the years 
1339 and 1 382. 


The Archduke Leopold, governor of the coun- 
try, having taken it in 1647 from the French, the 
latter retook it, and by the treaty of Aix-la-Cha- 
pelle, concluded in 1668, they were acknowledged 
its maſters. 


Between Armentieres and Eſtaires is the country 
called La Louvx, very fertile in corn, flax, and 
other valuable productions —it contains 4 large 


villages. 


ORCHIES. 
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Tins city is very ſmall, ſituated on a little hill, 
3 leagues from Douay, and 5 from Lifle :—it is 
within the juriſdiction of Douay, enjoys the ſame 
privileges as that city, has but one pariſh church, and 
that dedicated to Notre-Dame. 


This place ſuffered much in 1793, having been 
taken and re-taken ſeveral times by the French and 
allied armies, and is now one of the poſts occupied 
by the Duke of York's army. The Mayor of the 
town, for his treachery to the combined powers, met 
his deſerved fate. | 


GO N 


TIIs is alſo a ſmall city on the Lis, almoſt in the 
mid way between Lifle and Ypres, from which places 
it is diſtant 3 leagues, and 2 from Menin. The 
river divides it into two parts, one of which 1s in the 


lordſhip of Ypres, the other in that of Lifle. 


Comines was formerly of greater importance than 
at preſent, but this was before its fortifications were 
demoliſhed, 


LI BASSEE. 
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Tf: BAISESE. 


Tur many ſieges which this city ſuſtained during a 
variety of former wars, have reduced it to one of 
very inferior conſequence. 


La Baiflee was once fortified with baſtions, and 
was conſidered as a ftrong and regular place, but 
now that its works are demoliſhed, it may be looked 
upon as an open and defenceleſs city: —it is ſituated 
partly in Artois, and partly in the territory of Liſle, 
from which it is diſtant 4 leagues, and 6 from Arras, 
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Berween Lannoy and Menin is Tourcoing, a 
large borough town, rich and flouriſhing, and ſuch 


is its commerce that it is of more importance than 
many cities ;—it contains 12000 inhabitants, whoſe 


manufacture of ſtuffs has long been celebrated, and 
who [peak a language or gibberiſh peculiar to them- 
ſelves. 


This place was three times burnt, viz. in 1477, 
1613 and 1711. The Dutch, and other of the allied 
troops, having driven the French' from Tourcoing 
in June 1793 entered the town, when ſome of the 

| inhabitants 
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inhabitants fired on them, and in the night maſſa- 
cred others in their lodgings—a circumſtance which 
ſo much exaſperated the commanding officer, that 
he would have reduced the place to aſhes, had not 
its own people reſigned up the moſt culpable to his 
Jult vengeance. 


VALENCTENNES. 


NarurE and art have wonderfully conſpired to 
render this one of the ſtrongeſt places of the country. 
It is in Hainault, in an agreeable valley on the Eſcaut 
(or Scheldt) which ſeparates it into two parts, and 
where that river receives the rivulet Ronelle :—:t 
is 2 leagues from Conde, 3 from Queſnoy, about 7 
from Cambray, Mons, Tournay and Douay, and 5 
from Maubeuge. 


Notre-Dame, the principal church, is of gothic 
architecture, and is by no means undeſerving the 
attention of the traveller. 


The pariſhes are Notre-Dame the Great, St. Ni- 
cholas, St. James (of the dioceſs of Arras) Notre- 
Dame of the Cauſcway, St. Gerv, St. Gilles, and 
that of St. Vaaſt, which was demoliſhed at the build- 
ing of the citadel, but re- eſtabliſned ſoon after :— 
the church of St. Peter joins the Town-houſe and 


the chapel of the magiſtrates. 


The 
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The Town-houſe is truly magnificent; its front 
is of exquiſite architecture, built of freeſtone, and 
adorned with columns, figures and beautiful win- 
dows, ornamented in 54 relievo. 


The Harl is alſo a grand building, has an ex- 
cellent view, and ſerves alſo as an ornament to a 
large and handſome place. 


Valenciennes has been the birth-place of three 
Emperors, viz, of Boudoin, Count of Flanders and 
Hainault, ſince Emperor of Conſtantinople ; he was 
born in 1171, and was killed by the Bulgarians in 
1206 :—of Henry, brother and ſucceſſor to Bou- 
doin, in the empire of Conſtantinople, born 1176 
and died 1216 :—and of Henry, Count of Luxem- 
bourg, afterwards Emperor the 7th of that name, 
who was born in 1262, and died in 13139, 


The French, headed by Turenne and La Ferte, 
laid ſiege to this city in 1656, at which time Count 
Hainin was governor.—Don Juan of Auſtria march- 
ed to relieve ir, and with the Prince of Conde obliged 
the enemy to raiſe the ſiege.—Three furious aſſaults 
were made on the French intrenchments, which were 
at length carried; 4,000 men were killed and drowned 
in the Eſcaut, and Marſhal Ferté was made priſo- 
ner. The brave Hans Verkeſt, who from low ex- 
traction, became, by his valour and ability, General 
of the Spaniſh cavalry, was allo among the ſlain. 


The 
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On the 1ſt March, 1677, Lewis XIV. beſieged 
it in perſon, and retook it on the 17th, nine 
days after the opening of the trenches. In an aſſault 
made by the French on one of the hornworks it was 
carried ; this done, they ſoon gained a half-moon, 
and then mixing with the em ſeized the ram- 


parts and cannon. 


Many perſons have imagined that this ſucceſs 
of the French was effected by money, but time 
has ſhewn that the cowardice of the guard of the 
hall- moon was the ſole cauſe. The Marquis Riſ- 
bourg, brother to Prince Epinoy, commanded the 
garriſon, conſiſting of 3000 men, who were forced 
to ſurrender at diſcretion. 


Lewis prevented his ſoldiers from pillaging the 
inhabitants, and only, compelled them to defray the 
expences attending the conſtruction of a citadel and 
other ſtrong works carried on under the direction of 


Vauban. 


Valenciennes was confirmed to the French by 


the peace of Nimeguen of 1678, and is and has 


been conſidered as a place of great ſtrength. 
, 

La PRTVorg LE COMTE' DE VALENCIENNES is a 
ſmall country, between Hainault, Oſtrevant and 
Tournoilis, extending along both ſides of the Eſcaut, 
from the village of Triche almoſt to Condé :—its 
length 1s 4 leagues, and its breadth 2, On this pre- 
vote are ſeveral beautiful and rich abbeys. 

* Vicogne, 
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Vicogne, of the order of Premonſtratenſes, is 
half a league from the city, and the church is much 
adinired for its grandeur, architecture, pews and 
lobby : the part occupied by the Abbot, as well as 
thoſe ſet apart for the 7%/zreux, are alſo of the firſt 
magnificence, 


The abbey of St. Sauve 1s near the city; that 
of Fontenelle, of the order of Citeaux, is on the Eſ- 
caut, as well as that of the Dames Cnanoinessts 
of Denain, the latter of which is diſtant from Va- 
tenciennes 1 league and an half, and 2 from Bouchain. 


This city was beſieged by the allies, commanded 
by His Royal Highneſs Frederick, Duke of York, 
ſecond ſon to the King of England, who on the 23d 
May, 1793, completely defeated the French, intrench- 
ed on Mount St. Michael, on the heights of Famars, 
&c. and threw them into the utmoſt confuſion. 


In conſequence of this advantage, the Duke was 
enabled to form an immediate and regular blockade of 
the city. Previous, however, to this action, His 
Royal Highneſs obtained a victory in the Wood of St. 
Amand, in which the French general Dampierre 
was ſlain :—he was afterwards interred with great 
funeral pomp on Mount St. Michael, which place 
the republicans ſwore to maintain to the laſt extre- 
mity, but which the gallantry of the Duke and his 
troops ſoon obliged them to abandon. 


The intrenchments were ſoon after opened, and 
a regular and inceſſant bombardment took place, 


which 
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which deſtroyed nearly half the city, 4000 of its 
troops, &c.— and, (which was much regretted) the 
celebrated church of St. Nicholas :—his Highneſs car- 
ried a hornwork by ſpringing a mine near it on the 
27th; a circumſtance which ſo much intimidated the 
enemy, (many of whom it blew into the air,) that the 
- garriſon, city and citadel, ſurrendered; and on the 1ſt 
Auguſt the French marched out, to the number of 
6000, grounding their arms and colours at the feet 
of the Duke, leaving behind them an infinite num- 
ber of cannon, mortars and ammunition. 


The environs of Valenciennes may, alſo, be ſtyled 
a granary of France, and they are ſaid to have kept 
at work, previous to the war, 1000 looms :—its 
commerce chiefly conſiſts of lace, cambricks, linen 
and coal, the latter of which is exported in large 
quantities by the Scheldt, as far as Antwerp ;—hence 
it is that this poſt is of ſuch importance to the allies, 
from its ſituation on that navigable river, which will 
admit of the tranſportation of every thing neceſſary 
for the enſuing campaign. 


The works, which were deftroyed at the time of 
the ſiege, have been repaired, and ſeveral additions 
made, 6000 peaſants having been employed for that 
purpole, 


Before I quit the deſcription of this key of Hai- 
nault, it would be injuſtice to the talents and intre- 
pidity of the Duke, and his royal brothers, Princes 
Erneſt and Auguſtus,—to the diſcipline and cou- 
rage of the Britiſh and Hanoverian troops, to the 
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{kill and perſeverance of General Abbercombie, Col. 
Leach and Major Doyle, —and, indeed, to the cre- 
dit of the whole of the Britiſh and Hanoverian ar- 
mies, were it not to be recorded here, that a more 
military, glorious, brilliant and better conducted ſiege 
never graced the annals of hiſtory, 


Such was the miſerable appearance of the garriſon 
when they marched out, that His Royal Highnels, 
with his accuſtomed humanity, preſented them with 
twelve large fat oxen, to ſupply their wants, during 
their march to their out- poſts, between which and 
this city they had no hopes of relief. 6 


— — — 


MAUBEUG E. 


Tur illuſtrious and celebrated chapter of Dames 
Chanoineſſes in this city was its origin, and is now, 
indeed, its greateſt ornament, Maubeuge is ſituated 
on the Sambre, 4 leagues from Mons and Aveſnes, 
and 7 from Valenciennes. 


The French having rendered themſelves maſters. 
of this city, and having retained poſſeſſion of it by 
the treaty of Nimeguen concluded in 1678, ren- 
dered it a place of great ſtrength and regularity. 


Lewis XIV. cauſed all the old walls .to be de- 
ſtroyed, and to be erected in their ſtead other for- 


tifications and new gates, the execution of which was 
| given 
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given to Monf. Vauban: ſeveral houſes, together 
with the pariſh church of St. Peter, were razed to 
the ground to raake place for an hexagon. 


The barracks are very commodious, the ſubter- 
rancous paſtages are kept in excellent condition, and 
the garriſon is in general very numerous. 


The juriſdiction of Maubeuge extends (excluſive 
of this city and of that of Landrecies) over 71 bo- 
roughs and villages, the principal of which are Bar- 
bangon, a principality, Solre-le- Chateau, a county, 
and Trelong, Jumont, Lieſſies, Cour-Soire, &c.— 
The abbey of Haumont, of the order of St. Bene- 
dict, is on the Sambre, a ſhort league from the 
town, and 2 leagues from thence. On the road 
to Thuin is that of La Thure, of the order of St. 
Auguſtin. 


Immediately after the ſurrender of Le Queſnoy, 
Prince Cobourg marched againſt this city, and ſur- 
rounded it with a varicty of ſmall encampments in 
October 1793. The French, who were intrenched 
on the fide of the hill to the north of Maubeuge, 
made every preparation, and uſed every effort to 
defend themſclves, and the town, notwithſtanding all 
communication had been cut off by the allies.— 
The Duke of York was at this time encamped on 
the north fide of the wood Mormal, his head quar- 
ters being at Angle-Fontaine, between Landrecies and 
Le Queſnoy. 

This 
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This army of obſervation, having Cambray on its 
right, and Landrecies on its left, kept the enemy 
from penetrating the rear of the Auſtrians; the 
French, however, finding it impoſſible to relieve 
Maubeuge, without further aſliſtance, gave orders 
immediately for aſſembling the whole of the army 
of the north, which they ſoon effected by means of 
horſes, carrieges, &c. and then took poſt between 
the fortreſſes Landrecies and Aveſnes, the left join- 
ing the former, and the right the latter, with the 
Sambre in the front. 


At ſix o'clock on the 15th October, 1793, the 
enemy attacked, in prodigious columns, ſome of the 
out-poſts of the Prince of Cobourg at St. Aubin, 
Monaeau, &c. on the ſouth of the Sambre, obliged 
them to recroſs it, and to form a line at Barliamont, 
a ſmall town ſituate on that river :—at_ eight the 
ſame morning a terrible cannonading took place, it 
only 2000 yards diſtance, and ſoon after ſeveral par- 
ties of both armies engaged with ſmall arms. 


The- Auſtrians maintained their poſt with great 
courage during the whole day, deſtroying at leaſt 
8000 of the enemy with a loſs on their ſide in killed 
and wounded of 1500 men. Night coming on, 
and intelligence being received that the French were 
aſſembling in greater bodies, Prince Coubourg made 
a retrograde motion towards Bavai, and the French 
retreated ſoon after to nearly 2 leagues, having firſt 
relieved Maubeuge. 


The 
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The Prince, expecting that the enemy would 
renew the battle, broke up his ſmall encampments, 
and made the neceſſary preparations, but*in this he 
was deceived. As to the Duke of York it was im- 
poſſible that he could quit his poſt at Angle-Fon- 
taine, and from the number of rivers, incloſures and 
other impediments, it was alſo impoſſible for the 
cavalry of the allies to come into action on the 
ſouth of the Sambre ; a circumſtance which the 
French took advantage of, and thereby accompliſhed 
their end, though at the loſs of ſo many lives. 


0 X 


'Trz name of this city owes its origin to the old 
word condate; in Latin condatun, and ſignifies in the 
language of the Gauls the ſame as confluent, in French, 
(i. e.) confluence or meeting of two rivers, —Here the 
Hoſneau and Eſcaut join, and form very extenſive 
marſhes, which can be inundated at pleaſure. 


This city is 2 leagues from Valenciennes, by the 
Tournay road, from which laſt place it 1s ſeparate 4, 
and has 3 gates; and, without ſpeaking of its na- 
turally advantageous ſituation, the fortifications of 
Villers have rendered it of great importance, and 
very difficult to ſubdue, 


The 
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The town is divided into two manors, and the 
firſt is called the Loxbs hir or Tu Chara, an 
ancient building, ſurrounded by the Hoſneau and 
Eſcaut, with towers and walls of great ſtrength.— 
It is aſſerted that this chateau (caſtle) gave the name 
of Conde to the city, and that Condæus built it be- 
fore the birth of Our Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, in order 
to ſtop the progreſs of Julius Cæſar, and to enable 
him to oppoſe that aſpiring prince —ir is alſo af- 
firmed, that the bridge Scaldis, renowned in the com- 
mentaries of Ceſar, ſtood in Conde. The colle- 
giate church of this city is dedicated to the Virgin 
and Holy Innocents: — there is a chapter of 22 ca- 
nons, having at their head a provoſt and dean. 


In 1478 Condé was beſieged by Lewis XI. of 
France, and notwithſtanding it capitulated, it after- 
wards refuſed to comply :—it was however taken, 
and the king appointed one Mouhy, who no ſoone: 
entered on the command, than' he drove away thoſe 
of the inhabitants who were not in a ſtate to con- 
tribute to its defence. 


Archduke Maximilian, being informed of the in- 
human treatment ſuſtained by the citizens of this 
place, went to their ſuccour; but the governor, not 
willing to wait his arrival, aſſembled in che church, 
the few remaining inhabitants of the town, under 
pretence of offering up prayers to the Deity, when 
he cauſed the doors to be ſhut, and the city ſet on 
fire in ſix different places, and in this ſituation he leſt 


it: — the church was burnt, and the city reduced to 
Me the 
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the utmoſt miſery, Lewis XI, hurt at the cruelty of 
his troops, and moved with compaſſion at the de- 
ſtruction of the church, made the chapter a preſent 
of 400 pieces of gold or half nobles, 4 la rg, 
making the ſum of 330 florins. 


In 1580, during the religious war, a body of ſol- 
diers, under the Prince of Orange, marched out of 
Tournay, and arrived at Conde 25th November, at 
five in the morning, when they ſurpriſed the inha- 
bitants in their beds, and the clergy at prayers :— 
the city was pillaged, the communion plate, the relics 
of St. Waſnon, and all the other rich ornaments of 
the church were thrown into the fire, 


The French took this place three different times, 
viz. in 1649 under Count Harcourt; in 1655 under 
Turenne, after 3 days attack; and in 1676, when 
Lewis XIV. beſieged ic in perſon :—the out-works 
were carried ſword in hand in a few days, and the 
city ſurrendered at diſcretion the 26th April, ſix days 
after the ſiege began, 


Conde has ſince that time been fortified in the 
moſt regular manner with baſtions, half-mdons and 
other works, together with ditches, which receive 
water froin the two rivers, by means of ſluices erected 
for the purpoſe. 


This city having been inveſted for.3 months by 
an Auſtrian army of 12,000 men, commanded by the 
Princes Wurtemburg and Lambaſque, it ſurrendered 

I for 
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for want of proviſions on the 11th July, 1793, when 
the garriſon, conſiſting of 4009 ſoldiers, were made 
priſoners of war :—in it were found more than 100 
Pieces of cannon, mortars, &c.—On the 13th of 
the ſame month the Auſtrians entered the town; 
when Prince Coubourg, field marſhal of the allies, 
ſued the Owing 4 8 8 


FWOCYHAMATION. 


& Frederick, Joſie, Duke of Saxe Coubourg, of 

„ Cleves, Juliers, Engeren and Weſtphalia, Kt. 
tc of the Military Grand Croſs of Mary Thereſa, 
« and Marſhal Commandant in Chief of the Ar- 
« mies of his Majeſty, the Emperor, King, and 
« the Empire, &c. &c. &c. 


| « The city, fortreſs and diſtrict of Conde, hav- 
« ing been compelled to ſubmit to the valiant troops, 
« which I have the honor to command, I declare, 
ce by the preſent proclamation, that I take poſſeſſion 
te of them in the name of his Imperial and Royal 
« Majeſty; and that I grant unto the peaceable in- 
« habitants of the 2 _—_ all ſafety and 
* en, 


66 1, further, declare, that I will only employ that 
* authority, which I hold by right of conqueſt, for 
cc the ſecurity of perſons and property; objects wiuch 


< I will uſe every endeavour to accompliſh. 


* J inſiſt 


ae 


_ « ]- inſiſt that all clubs and unauthorized aſſem- 
ce blies, of whatever nature they be, ſhall imme- 
« diately ceaſe, being reſolved to diſſolve and ſup- 
« preſs them by every mean in my power ; and 
ce alſo to puniſh ſeverely, militarily and exemplarily, 
« all perſons who ſhall hold ſuch clubs or aſſemblies 
cc at their houſes, all who ſhall promote or aſſemble 
e in them, all, who by word or action, ſhall inſult 
* or injure the individual, and, in fine, all who ſhall 
« trouble in any manner whatever, order or public 
te tranquillity. 


„Done at my General Head Quarters at 
« Herin, 13th July, 1793. 


« Signed, 
« PRINCE COUBOURG, F. M.“ 


LE AUESNO H. 


Trrs city, called in Latin, Quercetum, is only a 
ſmall place, and 1s ſituated on the Ronelle, which, not 
far from it, falls into the Eſcaut: —it is 3 leagues 
from Valenciennes and Landrecies, and 5 from Cam- 
bray, has two gates, one called Valenciennes gate, 
and the other that of the foreſt; ſo named from the 
wood in the neighbourhood of Mormal. 


12 Queſnoy 
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Queſnoy was ſeveral times: taken in the laſt cen- 
tury. The French became maſters of it under Tu- 
renne in 1654, and retained poſſeſſion of it by the 
peace of the Pyrences of 1659 : they have ſince 
added much to its fortifications. 


On the 1oth June, 1712, it was inveſted by the 
army of Prince Eugene, of Savoy; Baron Pagal, 
the Dutch general, commanding the ſiege. 


This city had then a garriſon of 3000 men under 
Labadie, lieutenant-general, who ſurrendered himſelf 
priſoner of war the 5th July, after eight days attack. 
The allies appointed Mynheer Ivoy, a Dutch quar- 
ter-maſter general to the command ; but the French, 
after having retaken Douay, appeared before Queſ- 
noy, opened the trenches the 18th September, under 
Villery, lieutenant-general and chief engineer, and 
| ſubdued it 14th October: the garriſon were made 
priſoners of war and conducted to Cambray, leav- 
ing behind them 80 large cannon, 169 mortars and 
pieces of ſmall caliber which had been deſtined for 
the ſiege of Landrecies. 


The prevcte of Queſnoy is of great extent, and 
of a conſiderable revenue; it comprehends 48 bo- 
roughs and villages, beſide the beautiful foreſt of 
Mormal, which extends to the territory of Verman- 
dois in Champaign :—this wood conſiſts, for the moſt 
part, of oak trees, of which it produces a great 
quantity, and is a league in length, and about 2 
in breadth. 


The 
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The Auſtrian army in the month of July, 1793, 


nearly ſurrounded Queſnoy : before, however, this was 
effected, three or four ſkirmiſhes took place in, and 
near, the wood of Mormal, neither of which, except 
the laſt, was of any great importance, when the enemy, 
out of 800 loſt 300, and the reſt retreated to Landre- 
cies :—this action was fought near la maiſon rouge (the 


red- houſe). 


The blockade being completed, ſhortly after, in- 
trenchments were opencd on the north-weſt fide, be- 
tween Queſnoy and St. Paul, at a diſtance of about 
Zoo yards; and ſo vigorous was the bombardment 
on the ſide of the Auſtrians, as to deſtroy, beſide 
numerous works, one-fifth part of the town: the 
French garriſon were in conſequence thrown into the 
utmoſt confuſion, and on the 11th September ſurren- 


dered themſelves to General Clairfayt. 


This city, which 1s in Hainault, may be conſidered 
as an advanced poſt to Conde, and Valenciennes; and 
the country to the north-weſt of it may be ſaid to be 
entirely open to the latter, as well as to Cambray, 
where any number of cavalry may be brought into 
action, and with little interruption : it is for this rea- 
fon that Conde, Valenciennes and Le Que ſnoy may 


be conſidered, at preſent, as perfectly ſecure from any 


bombardment of the enemy, more particularly the 
two fuſt cities. 


BOUCHAIN. 
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Is called in Latin Bochonium or Buceinium ; is ſituated 
between marſhes on the left bank of the Eſcaut, 
where it receives the Senſette, on the road from 
Cambray to Valenciennes; and about 4 leagues from 


each. 


Bouchain, though ſmall, is well fortified, and ſtands 
on the declivity of a hill, on one ſide of which runs 
the river, which divides the town into the upper and 
lower. 


This city 1s defended by 4 baſtions, large half- 
moons and deep ditches :—there are alſo two high 
cavaliers that command the country, and ſerve as a 
tower and arſenal, 


The Duke of Orleans, brother to Lewis XIV. 
beſieged this place in May 1676, while the King, 
having laid fiege to Conde, covered that of Bou- 
chain :—the Prince of Orange (ſince William III. 
of England) went with an army of 40,000 men in 
order to compel the Duke to raiſe it ; but fearing to 
oppoſe that of Lewis, the city was forced to ſur- 
render at diſcretion eight days after the attack be- 
gan :—this was the it time that Bouchain ever 


fell. 


In 
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In 1711, the allies, under the Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, inveſted this place, the direction of which 
was intruſted to Fagel :—the trenches were opened 
the 21ſt Auguſt and three attacks made, when, ſuch 
was the fire of the beſiegers, that Meſirs.:de Selve 
and Ravignan, commanders of the city, were com- 
pelled to ſurrender themſelves, and a garriſon of 2000 
ſtrong, priſoners of war, 13th September. This con- 
queſt was the more glorious to the allies, as they 
ſubdued Bouchain in fight of Villars and his whole 
army, amounting to 100,000 men; but however 
piguant this victory might have proved to that ge- 
neral, he had his revenge the following year, when 
he retook this city, which he blockaded while he 
reduced Le Queſnoy. The Marquis of Alegre con- 
ducted this ſiege, having under his command 40 
battalions :—the trenches were opened on the night 
of the gth October, and on the 19th Mr. Grove- 


ſtein, the governor, with a garriſon of 12 200 men, 


became priſoners of war, 


The lordſhip of Bouchain was that which for- 
merly went by the name of the country ol Oſtre- 
vant, ſo called from the Oſtrogots, a wild and bar- 
barous people who retired to theſe parts :—at preſent 
it contains 65 boroughs and villages, the chief of 
which are Pecquencourt, Lalaing and Maſtaing, 
Haſnon, Haſpre, &c. 


The abbey of Haſnon is ſituated on the Scarp, 3 
leagues from Valenciennes; and the territory of 
Haſpre lies between Valenciennes and Cambray, on 


the river Selle. | 
5 Bouchain 
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Bouchain 1s, doubtleſs, a place of conſiderable 
conſequence ; on which account it was inveſted 8th 
Auguſt, 1793, when the famous French camp, called 
that of Cæſar, (from Julius Cæſar having once en- 
camped there) ſituate on the ſouth of the city, was 
attacked and carried, and the enemy driven to Cam- 
bray and Arras, notwithſtanding the ſuperiority of 
their numbers, and the ſtrength of the place. 


The Duke of York, at the head of the Britiſh 
army, on the 7th paſſed the river Eſcaut, below 
Cambray, on the ſouth, and advancing rapidly on 
the 8th to the heighths of Bourbon, drove allo the 
French from their poſt there; and, what is very 
fingular, almoſt at the ſame time that the Auſtrians 
took Caeſar's camp; the enemy now gave way on 
all ſides, and, ſoon after, the allies retired, the Engliſh 
towards Dunkirk, in order to form the blockade of 
that city, and the Auſtiians towards Maubeuge :—it 
was in this march, of the Britiſh, that the Duke of 
York attacked a body of the French near Lincelles, 
and took from them 11 pieces of cannon, and in 
which the Guards acquitted theniſelves in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to aſtoniſh every military man preſent, by 
oppoſing and ſubduing a force to which they were fo 
much inferior, that nothing but the courage of kons, 
could have carried them through it, 
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Is a ſmall city, in a bottom, watered by the Sambre, 
3 ſhort leagues from Queſnoy, and the roads about it, 
made of river ſand, are remarkably good ; it 1s diſtant 
from Valenciennes about 18 miles, and from Cam- 
bray 21, and is called, in Latin, Landrecium or Landra- 
cum. The Emperor Charles V. beſieged it in perſon in 
1543, with 50,000 men, and $0 pieces of cannon ; but 
ſuch was its reſiſtance, that he was glad to relinquiſh 
his project after 6 months attack :—the garriſon, that 
ſo bravely defended itſelf, was compoſed of 3000 
foot ſoldiers and 200 horſe, under the orders of 
Monſ. Alembert and La Lande. 


Lewis of Nogaret, Cardinal of La Valette, hav- 
ing been appointed -general of the armies of Lewis 
XIII. took it in 1639; at which time the city ſuſ- 
tained three different attacks from 8 batteries of 
cannon. On the 18th July, 1647, it was retaken 
by the Spaniards, who kept it till the year 1655, 
when Marſhals Turenne and Ferte diſputed it again, 
and reduced it on the 14th July, 18 days after the 
opening of the trenches, .and in fight of the Spaniſh 
army, amounting to 3 5,000 ſtrong, headed by the 
Prince of Conde. 


Landrecies was united to France by the treaty of 
the Pyrennees of 1659, ſince which time they have 
fo much encreaſed its works, as to render it but very 

K | little 
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little inferior to the ſtrongeſt city of the Low Coun- 
tries :—the fortifications which have been added are 
4 baſtions, well flanked, beſide other works, in the 
conſtruction of which much judgment was diſplayed : 
—they were begun by Ville, and completed by Mar- 
ſhal Vauban. 


In 1712, Prince Eugene, commander in chief of 
the allies, cauſed this place to be inveſted by 34 
battalions and 30 ſquadrons, under the direction of 
the Prince of Anhalt-Deſſau, but Marſhal Villars 
having ſeized on the poſts of Denain, Marſhiennes 
and St. Amand, from whence the allies drew their 
ſuccour, the ſiege was raiſed the 31ſt July. 


At 1 league from this city ſtands the abbey of 
Maroilles, of the order of St. Benedict, the envi- 
rons of which are famous for the quality and quan- 
tity of the cheeſes which they produce, called Ma- 
roilles or Dauphins. 


There is alſo between Landrecies and Cambray, 
the abbey of Ferney of the ſame order, ſituated on 
the Sambre, 


PHILIP- 
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P HILIP II. King of Spain, called this city after 
his own name, which was built in 1555, by his aunt, 
Margaret, Queen of Hungary, gouvernente of the 
low countries, and on the ſpot where the village of 
Corbigny formerly ſtood, between the Sambre and 
Maes, in the territory of Liege, and county of 
Agimont :—it is called in Latin, Philippopolis. 


This place was built with a view to ftop the 
progreſs of the French who held Marienbourg, from 
which it is diſtant 2 leagues, 4 from Charlemont, 
5 from Charleroi and Maubeuge and 7 from 
Namur—it has only one pariſh, the church of which 
is dedicated to St. Philip. 


Its ſituation on a mountain, in the midſt of a large 
plain, renders it naturally ſtrong the more ſo as its works 
are very regular—amongſt which are large ditches 
cut out of a rock, and which are defended by 5 
baſtions covered oy half moons. 


Some years her it had been built and fortified, 
the garriſon commanded by Col. Florigny, revolted 
againſt che Spaniſh King.—Don Juan of Auſtria was 
in conſequence thereof ſent to beſiege it, which he did 
in 1578 ; but he met with ſuch oppoſition, that 
he was obliged to change the mode of his operations 


and undermine the works, which, in the end, had 
K 2 the 
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the deſired effect, for the place ſurrendered 21ſt 
May, on honorable terms, when half the garriſon 
and the governor returned to their allegiance. 


By the peace of the Pyrennees, Philippeville re- 
mained in the poſſeſſion of the French, who have 
ſince greatly improved it. 
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Tins is a city ſituated on the river Hepre, 
4 leagues from Landrecies and Maubeuge and 8 
from Philippeville :—it ſtands in a wood, and has a 
chapter of 12 canons, a prevoſt and a dean. 


The French having ſubdued this place, F was 
made over to them by the treaty of the Pyrennees: 
in its environs are found a prodigious quantity of 
white ſtones, fit for building, and which ſculptors uſe 
for ſtatues they are known by the name of the 
ſtones of Aveſnes. This place is a peerage, and the 
firſt in Hainault: its territory, called that of Aveſnes, 
comprehends 33 boroughs and villages, beſide the 
foreſt named the Hedge of Aveſnes.— Two leagues 
from the city is Lieſſies Abbey, in Latin, Letia of 
the order of St. Benedict. 
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Berween the foreſts of Fague and Thierache, 
is the little city of Chimay, 6 leagues from Aveſnes 
on the river Blanche. The frequent wars to which 
this place has been expoſed, have much impaired it: 
It is one of the 12 peerages of Hainault, in which 
there are 31 villages. 


By the treaty of Ratisbonne of 15th Auguſt, 
1684, Chimay was united to France, but by that of 
Ryſtwick, it was reſtored ro Spain, —At preſent it 
belongs to the former, 
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Tur antiquity of this place is ſuch as to merit a 
particular deſcription. 


Antient geographers gave it the name of Bagacum 
S Bavacum Nerviorum ; a circumſtance which has 
led many to imagine that Bavai, and not Tournay, 
was the capital of the Nerviens——the Romans 
uſed it as a depoſit for their _ Julius Cæſar 
makes mention of it in his commentaries, when he 
ſpeaks of the winter quarters of his Legions in the 
country of the Bellovaces ; he named it Belgium. 

The 
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The many traces of its antiquity, the inſcriptions, 
towers, and remains of a circus, conſtructed by the 
Romans, give a good idea of what it muſt have been 
in former days. There are alſo the remains of 5 
ancient cauſeways, of Tombs of ſeveral Roman gene- 
rals, and an aqueduct which commences without the 
city, and which extends to 3 leagues from it. 
Theſe cauſeways are made of ſmall flints, and it has 
been ſuppoſed by many, that Brunchaud, wife of 
Sigebert, King of Auſtracia, erected them. The 
general opinion, however, is that ſhe only repaired 
them. 


Bavai ſtands on the Oſneau, 5 leagues from Mons, 
it has oftentimes been burnt and ill treated in the 
latter wars, and is a prevdre, containing 18 villages, 
and ſubject to that of Queſnoy. Among theſe vil- 
lages, thoſe of Malplaquet and Blangies are cele- 
brated for the bloody battle fought there 1 1th Sept. 
1709, between the French and the Allies, 
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SEVERAI. authors maintain that Camber, King 
of the Sicambers, who levied in the days of Servius 
Hoſtilius, King of the Romans, was the founder of 
this city, and that it received his name: it is called in 
Latin, Cameracum ; and Anthony, in his itinerary, 
names it Samarobrina, 
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It is ſituated on the river Eſcaut, 5 leagues from 
Douay, 7 from Valenciennes, and 9 from Arras, 
Peronne, and St. Quintin : Its territory is 10 leagues 
long by 5 broad. 


Cambray is a handſome city, well built and very 
ſtrong, with two caſtles, one called the Selles, the 
other the Cantampre, and a citadel erected on a 
height, commanding all the country. Charles V. 
built this citadel in 1543, in order to prevent the 
French from ſubduing the town. It has 6 gates, 
4 of which are open and 2 ſhut.---As to the bridges, 
they were thrown down tor the purpoſe of extending 
the fortifications on which they have worked without 
intermiſſion many years the ditches on the ſide 
of Notre-dame gate are deep, cut out of a rock, 
and undermined ; the others are full of water, ſup- 
plied from the Efcaut, by means of ſluices, which 
alſo ſerve to inundate the country ; and the baſtions 
and cavaliers, which are defended by ſeveral half 
moons, afford infinite ſatisfaction to the military 
character. The ſtreets of Cambray are large and 
handſome, the beſt of which run into the grand 
place which contains the Town-houſe, a building as 
remarkable for its grandeur as for its clock, which 
attracts the notice of every traveller. The Place 
darmes, is a fine ſpot, and ſufficiently large to 
admit of the whole garriſon performing a ſham fight 
on it. 


This city is famous for the cloth called Cambries, 


fabricated here, and which the inhabitants vend in 
large 
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large quantities, employing in it and its environs 
2000 looms. The metropolitan church, which is 
dedicated to Notre-Dame is a fine building; and the 
revenues of the archbiſhopric amount to 60,000 
ecus : the chapter, which is conſidered as the richeſt 
and moſt illuſtrious of the country, is compoſed of 
45 deans. | 


The clock belonging to it, is much admired, and 
was made by Berger in 1 397. It ſhews the hours, 
days and years, together with the courſes of the 
Sun and Moon in a very curious manner. Before 
it ſtrikes, a cock comes out, beats its wings, and 
an angel ſounds a trumpet. There are alſo ſeveral 
brafs figures, which, by means of ſprings are made 
to reprefent the paſſions of our Saviour, ſuch as 
raiſing the croſs, driving the nails into it, &c. &c. 


Beſide the metropolitan church, there is the col- 
legiate one of St. Gery, with 36 Deans, and that 
of St. Croix, with a Chapter and 12 Deans. 


The abbey of..St. Sepulchre, of the order of St. 
Benedict, is a handſome, building. The pariſh 
churches are St. Vaaſt, St. Martin, St. George, 
St. Nicholas, St. Elizabeth, St. Eloy, St. Gangulphe, 
and St. Magdalen; the laſt of which, had a fine 
ſteeple, which was demoliſhed in 1552, on account 
of the height of its ſpire, for from that was diſcover- 
ed every thing that paſſed in the citadel, to which it 
was contiguous, In 1576 the confederates of the 


party of the Prince of Orange, under Baron Inchy, 
rendered 
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rendered themſelves maſters of Cambray, and the 
citadel; It was ſurpriſed at the beginning of October 
by means of an intrigue, in which the Baron, and 
Gouy, commandant of the city, were the principal 
agents: The Spaniſh garriſon under one Licques, 
was, in conſequence, made priſoners of war.—In the 
the year 1591, the troops of Prince Parme, headed 
by the Marquis of Roubaix, beſieged it, and cut off 
all communication, when ſuch was "the diſtreſs of the 
inhabitants, that they were compelled to ſubſiſt on 
horſes, cats and dogs; a cow ſold at this time, to 
ſuch as could purchaſe it, for 200 livres, and a ſheep 
for 50, the price of a pound of butter was 24 ſols, 
and an ounce of ſalt 8. 


The Duke of n having been called to the 
aſſiſtance of the States, and declared protector of the 
liberty of the country, went and relieved it, and made 
his ſolemn entry, taking at the ſame time, as well 
poſſeſſion of the town as of the citadel. 


The Spaniſh general Fuentes, appeared before this 
place, 8th Auguſt 1595, when the inhabitants re- 
volting againſt the governor, opened the gates to the 
beſiegers, having firſt ſeized on the grand place. 
Fuentes then entered the city, and made an attack on 
the citadel, with 72 pieces of cannon, and with ſuch 
ſpirit and ſucceſs, that Balagny, (the ſucceſſor of In- 
chy) whom neither the King of France, nor the States 
could relieye, ſurrendered the gth of October, 


This 
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This city, after having long remained annexed to the 
houſe of Auſtria, was attacked 1677, after the ſurrender 
of Valenciennes, by Lewis XIV. who directed the ſiege 
in perſon, at the head of 50, ooo men, and the gene- 
rals Luxembourg, Schembe rg, Feillade, and Lorges ; 
the garriſon at this time, conſiſted of ſix regiments of 
infantry, and 1, 400 horſe, commanded by Don Pedro 
de Zavalla. On the 18th March, the place was in- 
veſted, and on the 28th the trenches were opened; the 
the 5th April, the town capitulated ; but the citadel 
held out twelve days longer, when the governor 
marched out, with the remainder of his men, reduced 
to the number of 2,000, taking with him, two pieces 
of cannon, and as many mortars. France has retain- 
ed Cambray, ever ſince the year 1678, by virtue of 
the peace of Nimeguen: at that time it was nothing, 
compared to what it now is, for, ſince that period, the 
French have never ceaſed to render it, as ſtrong as art 
can make 1t. 


The Duke of York, being on the 8th Avguſt 
1793, encamped at Bourlon, almoſt a league diſtant 
from this city, the governor entertained an idea, that 
it was the intention of the allied armies to bombard 
it, on which account he cauſed the ſuburbs to be ſet 
on fire; but on Sunday the 1 1th, the Britiſh quitted this 
place, and proceeded towards Dunkirk, leaving part 
of the environs of Cambray ſtill in flames: His Royal 
Highneſs in this march, croſſed the Scarp at Marchi- 
ennes, and paſſed by Orchies, Cioin, Lancelles, &c. 
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CATEAU-CAMBRESIS, 


Sraxps on the Selle, on the confines of Hain- 
ault, 2 leagues from Landrecies, and 5 from Cam- 
bray; and has two churches, one dedicated to St. 
Martin, and the other to the Virgin. 


In the village of Honnecourt, is an ancient abbey 
of Benedictins; and it was in its environs that Mar- 
ſhals Grammont and Rantzew, and the French army, 
were totally defeated, in 1642, by general Lamboy, 
who commanded the troops of Spain. 


As it is ſituated, as before obſerved, between Lan- 
drecies and Cambray, the inhabitants ſuffer much 
from the frequent ſkirmiſhes, which have taken 
place, duting the war, and alſo at the idea of thoſe 
which are likely to happen before its concluſion, 
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A CCcoRDING to the opinion of many hiſtorians 
this city, called in Latin, THEOxIS-VILLA, or Tux- 
obonis-ViLLa, takes its name from the Greek, 
which ſignifies the City or Taz Gops; fo called from 
a Temple, which formerly ſtood here, and which was 
dedicated to the deities of the heathens, after the 
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manner of the famous pantheon of Rome. It is, 
however, more likely that it derived its name from 
Theodon, who built the city, which is very ancient: 
It is in the province of Luxembourg, on the left 
bank of the Moſelle, on the frontiers of the coun- 
tries of Meſſin and Barrois, 5 leagues from Metz 
and Luxembourg, and g from Treves. 


This place is ſo advantageouſly ſituated, and ſo 
well fortified, that it was conſidered as impregnable, 
until Francis of Lorraine, duke of Guiſe, ſubdued it 
for France in the year 15 597 after a long and hard 
fiege, which coſt them many lives, and, amongſt 
them, that of Peter Stozzi, Marſhal of France, 
Count Home, general to Philip the II. attempted, 
but in vain, to force the enemy to raiſe the ſiege :— 
he withdrew his troops the ſame year, into Spain, in 
conſequence of a clauſe in the peace of Cateau- Cam- 
breſis, to that effect. ni 


The French attacked this city in 1639, under the 
Marquis of Feuquires ; but the generals Picolomini 
and Beck, beat and obliged him to relinquiſh his 
purſuit. Lewis of Bourbon, duke of Enghien, af- 
terwards Prince of Conde, obtained poſſeſſion of 
Thionville, in 1643, thirty days after the opening of 
the trenches, and after he had gained the battle of 
Rocroi, one of the moſt obſtinate to be found in the 
annals of hiſtory ; ; fince that time, it has remained in 
the hands of the French, to whom it was given by 
the peace of the Pyrennees in 1659, and who in 
1727, made many additions to its fortifications. 

The 
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The Pruſſian army, bombarded Thionville, 10 
1792, but from the badneſs of the weather, occaſion- 


ed by a quantity of rain that fell there, and which 
produced the dyſſentery, they were obliged to retire. 
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Tus river Chiers, runs at the foot of the moun- 
tain in which this city ſtands, which is ſurrounded by 
beautiful dales, woods, and mountains. It takes its 
name from the Latin, MoxT1s-Mepium, or Mons- 
Mrolus, fo called from its ſituation on an height, 
amongſt mountains, from which, however, it is of 
ſuch a diſtance as not to be commanded: by any, 
and, therefore, is of greater ſtrength and importance. 
Mont-Medi, is diſtinguiſhed into the upper and lower 
town, both of which are fortified. Towards the 
north is ſeen the long mountain, known by the name 
of the HauT-pes-ForeTe, which, advancing near 
the gate of city, joins to a rock, the declivity of 
of which, forms a natural eſplanade to the counter- 
ſcarp; on the other fide, the rocks are ſteep, 
forming precipices, at the feet of which the Chiers 
makes many windings. 


This city is 3 leagues from Stenai, 4 from Dam- 
villers, 7 from Verdun, and 9 from Luxembourg, on 
the frontiers of BARROIS and VERDUNOIS. 


The French took it in 1541, but reſtored it by the 
 kreaty of Crepy, three yearsafter, In 15 52, they took 
| it 
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it again, under Henry II; but Charles V. Emperor of 
Germany, reduced it in turn, and fortified it in the 
moſt regular manner, with a view to ſtop the enemy 
from purſuing their conqueſts in this quarter: it has 
ever ſince been conſidered as the key of the province. 
Mont-Medi, has 7 baſtions, beſide the fort called 
La PrrirE PIERRE, which defends it. Moſt of theſe 
works were commenced by the Chevalier Ville, but 
it was Vauban who completed them. 


In 1657, this city ſuſtained a fiege, one of the 
moſt remarkable in hiſtory, againſt a numerous army 
of the French, commanded by Ferte Seneterre, who 
inveſted it, the beginning of June ; at this time the 
garriſon was numerous, and acted under the orders of 
John Allamont, baron of Malandry, who defended 
it, in themoſt valiant manner, during two months, at 
the expiration of which, it was imagined that the French 
would have been compelled, to have relinquiſhed 
their project; but Lewis the XIV. arriving in perſon, 
Juſt at this moment with a reinforcement, which 
nothing could withſtand, the proſpect of affairs, 
was inſtantly changed : the out works were immedi- 
ately carried, ſword in hand, and the governor was 
flain by a cannon ball, on the 5th Auguſt: The be- 
ſieged finding that the King was preparing to make 
a general aſſault, beat a parley, on the following day, 
and obtained an honourable capitulation. Mont- 
Medi was then entered by Lewis, to whom it was 
given by the peace of the Pyrennees, concluded in 


1659. 
FINTIS. 


A CHRONOLOGICAL ACCOUNT 


OF THE 
KINGS OF FRANCE, 


From PHARAMOND to LEWIS XVI. 


1 Pharamond 


an to rej 418 died 428 
2 Clodion 25 W 428 448 
3 Meroull 448 458 
4 Childeric I. 453 481 
5 Clovis the Great 481 511 
6 Childebert 511 550 
Cletaire I. 550 561 
Cherebert $61 570 
9 Chilperic 570 Killed 554 
10 8 II. 584 died * 
11 Dagobert 628 6 
12 Clovis II. 638 bo 
13 Clotaire III. 655 688 
14 Cailderic 688 674 
15 Theodoric 674 690 
16 Clovis III. 690 695 
17 Childebert 695 711 
is Dagobert II. 11 715 
(Clotaire IV. aſſumed the name of King, but was never 
crowned, he died in 718) 
19 Chilperic II. 716 722 
20 Theodoric II. 722 


21 Childeric III. 


737 
(the laſt of the 


743 
firſt race) 
22 Pepin 752 died 68 
23 Charlemain 68 14 
24 Lewis I. 14 840 
25 Charles the Bald 849 877 
26 Lewis Il. 877 879 
27 Lewis III. 879 884 
28 Charles the Big 885 888 
29 Eudes 888 898 
30 Charles the Simple 898 923 


31 Raoul 


( 8 ) 


31 Raoul began to reign 923 died 9236 

32 Lewis IV. 3 936 954 

33 Lothaire a 8 954 986 

34 Lewis V. | 986 (the laſt of the 

Ane ſecond race) 

35 Hugues (Capet) 987 died 997 

36 Robert 997 1031 

37 Henry Tt: ©* 1031 1060 

38 Philip J. 1060 1108 

39 Lewis the Big 1108 1137 

40 Lewis the Young 1137 1180 

| 41 Philip Aug. T1 1223 

| 42 Lewis VIII. 1223 1226 

| 473. St. Lewis .: 1226 1270 

| 44 Philip the Hardy 1270 1285 

45 Philip the Handſome 128 5 1314 

46 Lewis le Hutin * 1314 1316 

47 Philip the Long 1316 1322 

| 48 Charles the Handfome 1322 1328 

49 Philip of Valois 1328 480 

| 50 John the good 1350 \ | 1364 

| gr Charles w. 1364. 1380 

| 52 Charles VI. 1380 

| 53 Charles VIL 14.32 1461 
| 54 Lewis XI. 1461 148 
55 Charles VIII. 148 149 

| 56 Lewis XII. 149 1515 
57 Francis I. 1515 1547 

| 3% Henry II. 1547 1559 

i 59 Francis II. 1559 

| 60 Charles IX. 1560 I 574 

| 61 Henry III. I 574 1589 

| 62 Henry the Great 1589 1610 

| 63 Lewis XIII. 1610 1643 
| 64 Lewis the Great 1643 1715 

65 Lewis XV. 1715 1774 

66 Lewis XVI. 1793 


